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Prometheas Events 
 Sunday, March 21, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.: The 189thAnniversary of the Greek 

Independence. Keynote Speaker: H.E. The Ambassador of Greece, Mr. Vassilios 

Kaskarelis. At St. George Greek Orthodox Church (7701 Bradley Blvd. Bethesda, MD 

20817).  For more information: see announcement. 

Our deepest condolences to Dr. Vassilis Economopoulos for the sudden loss of his brother. 

Other Events 
 Wednesday, March 3, 2010 at 7:00 pm: “The glory that was Greece: The grandeur that 

was Rome. What is the difference?”.  A lecture by Dr. Athanasios Moulakis, Prof of 

Government, American University of Afghanistan.  At the Embassy of Greece, 2217 

Massachusetts Ave, Washington DC. Call 202-363-4337 or email: classic.heritage@verizon.net. 

 Jan. 27-March 7, 2010. Euripides' Greek tragedy “Orestes”, at the Folger Theatre in 

DC: (Info: http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/performing-arts/orestes,1034495.html or 

call 202-544-7077) 

 Saturday, March 13, 2010 7:00 pm: Return to the Origins, Greek Folk Dance Troupe 
at Montgomery College.  For more information see flyer or contact gtkmtk@aol.com. 

 Saturday, March 13, 2010, American Hellenic Institute’s 5th Anniversary Hellenic 
Heritage Achievement and National Public Service Awards Dinner at The Capital 

Hilton, Washington, DC 

 March 16, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. ñTake Me Back to Constantinople! Advice for the U.S. 

from the Byzantine Empireò by Dr. Edward Luttwak at the Embassy of Greece, 2217 

Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, 20817 contact: 

rsvpculture@greekembassy.org) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/theaters/folger-theatre,797409.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/performing-arts/orestes,1034495.html


Website of the month 

 

Anthony Quinn at 84 and Mikis Theodorakis - exceptional!! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=CKHlmb5xcq8#t=28 THE dance!!!!!! 1964! 

And the original Zorba: http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=bXxJyIVz-98#t=32 

 

Greece in the 1920s and 1930s through the lens of Dorothy Burr Thompson: 

http://www3.ascsa.edu.gr/media/thompson/thompson.html 

 

CD of the month 

 

A double CD from ñourò Achilleas Papaefthemiou: www.achilleasgreekmusic.com 

 

News Articles 

 

ȺȾȷɇɃ ɉɅɃɁȽȷ ȷɄɃ ɇȼ ũȺɁɁȼɆȼ ɇɃɈ ɁȽȾɃɈ ȾȷȸȸȷȹȽȷ 

 Ʉɟɘɜ ɚɑɔɞɜ əŬɘɟɧ, ůŰɞ ŮɝɤŰŮɟɘəɧ ɧˊɞɡ ɕɤ, ɛɞɡ ɕɐŰɖůŬɜ ɜŬ əɎɜɤ ɛɑŬɜ ŮɘůŬɔɤɔɘəɐ ɞɛɘɚɑŬ ůŮ ɛɘŬ 

ɔɘɞɟŰɐ Űɞɡ ˊɞɚɘŰɘůŰɘəɞɨ ůɡɚɚɧɔɞɡ ɄɅɃɀȼŪȺȷɆ, Űɖɠ ˊŮɟɘɞɢɐɠ ɃɡɎůɘɔəŰɤɜ, ŬűɘŮɟɤɛɏɜɖ ůŰŬ ŮəŬŰɧ 

ɢɟɧɜɘŬ Ŭˊɧ Űɖɜ ɔɏɜɜɖůɖ Űɞɡ ũɘɎɜɜɖ ɅɑŰůɞɡ. ɆŮ ŬɡŰɐɜ ŬɜŬűɏɟɗɖəŬ əŬɘ ůô ɏɜŬ ˊŮɟɘůŰŬŰɘəɧ ɧˊɞɡ ɞ ɅɑŰůɞɠ 

ɛɘɚɎŮɘ ɔɘŬ Űɖɜ ˊɞɑɖůɖ Űɞɡ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬ əŬɘ ůŰɖɜ ɞˊɞɑŬ ɗŬ ŬɜŬűŮɟɗɩ əɘ Ůŭɩ ɔɘŬ ŭɘŬűɞɟŮŰɘəɧ ɚɧɔɞ. Ƀ ɅɑŰůɞɠ 

ɔŮɜɜɐɗɖəŮ Űɞ 1909, ɞ ȾŬɓŬɓŬŭɑŬɠ ɐŰŬɜ ɏɜŬ ɢɟɧɜɞ ɛɘəɟɧŰŮɟɞɠ, ɔŮɜɜɐɗɖəŮ Űɞ 1910. 

 Ƀ Ɂɑəɞɠ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬɠ ɔŮɜɜɐɗɖəŮ ůŰɖ ɀŬɜŰɕɞɡɟɑŬ, ɧˊɤɠ ŮɑɜŬɘ ɔɜɤůŰɧ, ɧˊɞɡ ɞ ˊŬŰɏɟŬɠ Űɞɡ ɐŰŬɜ 

ɏɛˊɞɟɞɠ əŬɘ ŮˊɏůŰɟŮɣŮ ůŰɖɜ ȾŮűŬɚɚɞɜɘɎ ˊɞɚɨ ɛɘəɟɧɠ ɔɘŬŰɑ ɞɘ ŮˊɘɢŮɘɟɐůŮɘɠ Űɞɡ ˊŬŰɏɟŬ Űɞɡ ŭŮɜ ˊɐɔŬɜ 

əŬɚɎ ŮəŮɑ. ȷɡŰɧ Űɞ ɔŮɔɞɜɧɠ ɛô ɏəŬɜŮ ɜŬ ůəŮűŰɩ əŬɘ ɜŬ ɗŮɚɐůɤ ɜŬ ɛɎɗɤ Űɑ ɔɚɩůůŬ ɛɘɚɎɜŮ ůŰɖ 

ɀŬɜŰɕɞɡɟɑŬ. ɀɧɚɘɠ ɏɓŬɚŬ Űɖɜ ŮɟɩŰɖůɖ ůŰɞ ɘɜŰŮɟɜɏŰ Űɘ ɜɞɛɑɕŮŰŮ ɧŰɘ ɓɔɐəŮ ůŰɖɜ ɞɗɧɜɖ; ɇɞ ɧɜɞɛɎ Űɞɡ, ůŮ 

ŭɘŬűɐɛɖůɖ Ůɜɧɠ ŭɑɔɚɤůůɞɡ ɓɘɓɚɑɞɡ ɛŮ ˊɞɘɐɛŬŰɎ Űɞɡ, ŮɚɚɖɜɘəɎ ŬɔɔɚɘəɎ, əɘ ɏɚŮɔŮ ɧŰɘ ɔŮɜɜɐɗɖəŮ ůŰɖ 

ɀŬɜŰɕɞɡɟɑŬ ŬɚɚɎ ɛŮɔɎɚɤůŮ ůŰɖɜ ȺɚɚɎŭŬ. ȷɡŰɧ ůɖɛŬɑɜŮɘ ɧŰɘ Ŭˊɧ Űɖ  ɔɏɜɜɖůɐ Űɞɡ ɞ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬɠ 

ůɡɜŭɏŮŰŬɘ əŬɘ ɛŮ ŬɡŰɐɜ Űɖ ɢɩɟŬ ɔɘŬ Űɞɡɠ ɝɏɜɞɡɠ. ɄŬɟŬɝŮɜŮɨŰɖəŬ ŭŮ Űɧůɞ ˊɞɚɨ, ˊɞɡ ŬɡŰɧ Űɞ ɔŮɔɞɜɧɠ ɛɞɡ 

ɗɨɛɖůŮ əɎŰɘ Ɏɚɚɞ ˊɞɡ ɗŬ ɡůŰɞɟɐůɤ ˊɘɞ əɎŰɤ. 

 Ⱥŭɩ ˊɟɏˊŮɘ ɜŬ ˊɤ ɧŰɘ ɛŮ Űɞɜ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬ ɛŮ ůɡɜɏŭŮŮ ůŰŮɜɐ űɘɚɑŬ. ɀɘŬ űɞɟɎ ɚɞɘˊɧɜ, ɗɡɛɐɗɖəŬ, 

ůŰɞ ůˊɑŰɘ Űɞɡ əɞɘɜɞɨ ɛŬɠ űɑɚɞɡ əŬɘ ɓɘɓɚɘɞŮəŭɧŰɖ ȷɗŬɜɎůɘɞɡ ȾŬɟŬɓɑŬ, ŬɡŰɧɠ ŮɑˊŮ ůŰɞɜ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬ ɔɘŬ ɜŬ 

Űɞɜ ˊŮɘɟɎɝŮɘ: ñȷɜ ŮɑɢŬɜŮ ˊɎŮɘ əŬɚɎ ɞɘ ŭɞɡɚŮɘɏɠ Űɞɡ ˊŬŰɏɟŬ ůɞɡ ůŰɖ ɀŬɜŰɕɞɡɟɑŬ, ɛˊɞɟŮɑ ɜŬ ŮɑɢŮɠ ɛŮɑɜŮɘ 

ŮəŮɑ əŬɘ ɜŬ ŮɑɢŮɠ ɔɟɎɣŮɘ ůŰŮɟɘŬɜɐ ˊɞɑɖůɖ ůŰŬ ɛŬɜŰɕɞɡɟɘŬɜɎò (Ŭˊô ɧˊɞɡ əŬɘ ɖ ŭɘəɐ ɛɞɡ ŬɜŬɕɐŰɖůɖ ɔɘŬ Űɖ 

ɔɚɩůůŬ) əŬɘ ɞ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬɠ ɔɏɚŬůŮ ɛŮ Űɖɜ ɣɡɢɐ Űɞɡ.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=bXxJyIVz-98#t=32
http://www3.ascsa.edu.gr/media/thompson/thompson.html
http://www.achilleasgreekmusic.com/


 ȷɜ ɕɞɨůŮ ɧɛɤɠ ůɐɛŮɟŬ əɘ ɏɛˊŬɘɜŮ ůŰɞ ŭɘŬŭɨəŰɘɞ ɔɘŬ ɜŬ ɛɎɗŮɘ Űɘ ɔɚɩůůŬ ɛɘɚɎɜŮ ůŰɖ ɀŬɜŰɕɞɡɟɑŬ  

əɘ ɏɓɚŮˊŮ Űɞ ɧɜɞɛɎ Űɞɡ ůŰɖ ŭɘŬűɐɛɘůɖ Űɖɠ ȷmazon.com (Űɖ ɔɤůŰɐ ŮŰŬɘɟŮɑŬ ˊɞɡ ˊɞɡɚɎŮɘ ɓɘɓɚɑŬ Ŭˊɧ Űɞ 

ȽɜŰŮɟɜŮŰ): ñNikos Kavadias, collected poems, bilingual Edition, 2006; born in Harbin, Mantzouria, but 

grown up in Greeceò, ˊɎɚɘ ɗŬ ɝŮəŬɟŭɘɕɧŰŬɜ ůŰŬ ɔɏɚɘŬ. ȷəɧɛŬ ˊŮɟɘůůɧŰŮɟɞ ɞ ȷɗŬɜɎůɘɞɠ ȾŬɟŬɓɑŬɠ, ˊɞɡ 

ɧɚɞ Űɞɜ ˊŮɑɟŬɕŮ əŬɘ ŭŮɜ Űɞɜ ɎűɖɜŮ ůŮ ɢɚɤɟɧ əɚŬɟɑ. ȼ ɛŮŰɎűɟŬůɖ Űɤɜ ˊɞɘɖɛɎŰɤɜ ŮɑɜŬɘ Ŭˊɧ Űɖɜ 

ȷɡůŰɟŬɚɘŬɜɐ Gail Host-Warhaft, ˊɞɡ ŮɑɢŮ ůˊɞɡŭɎůŮɘ ůŰɖɜ ȺɚɚɎŭŬ. ȺəŮɑɜɞ ˊɞɡ ŭŮɜ ɝɏɟɤ ŮɑɜŬɘ Ŭɜ əŬɘ ɖ 

əɡɓɏɟɜɖůɖ ŬɡŰɐɠ Űɖɠ ŬůɘŬŰɘəɐɠ ɢɩɟŬɠ, ŭɖɚŬŭɐ Űɖɠ ɀŬɜŰɕɞɡɟɑŬɠ, ŮɔŮɑɟŮɘ ɗɏɛŬ ŭɘəŬɘɤɛɎŰɤɜ ɔɘŬ Űɖɜ 

əŬŰŬɔɤɔɐ Űɞɡ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬ. ȷɡŰɧ ɜŬɘ əŬɘ ɗŬ ɐŰŬɜ Űɞ Ɏəɟɞɜ ɎɤŰɞɜ Űɖɠ űɎɟůŬɠ!  

 ɆŮ ɧŰɘ ŬűɞɟɎ Űɞɜ ɅɑŰůɞ, ɔɘŬ Űɞɜ ɞˊɞɑɞ ɛɑɚɖůŬ ˊɟɘɜ əɘ ɏűŮɟŮ ŬɡŰɐɜ Űɖ ɗɨɛɖůɖ, ɗŬ ŬɜŬűɏɟɤ Űɞ 

Ůɝɐɠ ˊŮɟɘůŰŬŰɘəɧ. ɇɞ 1964 ɐɛɞɡɜŬ ɝɏɛˊŬɟəɞɠ əŬɘ ŮŰɞɑɛŬɕŬ Űɖɜ ˊɟɩŰɖ ɛɞɡ ˊɞɘɖŰɘəɐ ůɡɚɚɞɔɐ ñPunta 

Arenas”, ɏŰůɘ Űɖɜ ɏɚŮɔŬ. ȺəŭɧŰɖɠ ɐŰŬɜ ɞ ŬɚɖůɛɧɜɖŰɞɠ űɑɚɞɠ əŬɘ ůɡɢɤɟɘŬɜɧɠ ɛɞɡ, ȹŮɘɚɑɜɖɠ, 

ŭɖɛɞůɘɔɟɎűɞɠ ũɘɎɜɜɖɠ ȾɞɡɜɎŭɖɠ. ɄŬɟɎɚɚɖɚŬ ɛŮ Űɖɜ ŭɖɛɞůɘɞɔɟŬűɑŬ ɏɘɢŮ əŬɘ Űɞɜ ŮəŭɞŰɘəɧ ɞɑəɞ 

Ƀ.ȹ.Ⱥ.ȸ. (ɃɟɔŬɜɘůɛɧ ȹɘŬŭɧůŮɤɠ ȺˊŰŬɜɖůɘŬəɞɨ ȸɘɓɚɑɞɡ). ȼ ůɡɚɚɞɔɐ ɛɞɡ ŰɡˊɤɜɧŰŬɜ ůô ɏɜŬ ɓŬɗɨ 

ɡˊɧɔŮɘɞ ŰɡˊɞɔɟŬűŮɑɞ ˊɑůɤ Ŭˊɧ Űɞ ũȺɁ, ůŰɖɜ ɄɚŬŰŮɑŬ ȾɚŬɡɗɛɩɜɞɠ, əŬɘ ˊɐɔŬɛŮ ɛŮ Űɞɜ ȾɞɡɜɎŭɖ ɜŬ 

ůɡɕɖŰɐůɞɡɛŮ ɛŮ Űɞɜ ŰɡˊɞɔɟɎűɞ ɔɘŬ Űɞ Ůɝɩűɡɚɚɞ. ɂŬűɜɘəɎ, ŮəŮɑ ˊɞɡ əɞɡɓŮɜŰɘɎɕŬɛŮ əŬŰŮɓŬɑɜŮɘ ɞ ɅɑŰůɞɠ. 

ȰɓɔŬɜŮ əɘ ŮəŮɑɜɞɠ ŮəŮɑ ɏɜŬ Ŭˊɧ ŰŬ ɓɘɓɚɑŬ Űɞɡ. Ƀ ŰɡˊɞɔɟɎűɞɠ ɕɐŰɖůŮ ůɡɔɔɜɩɛɖ ɔɘŬ ɜŬ ŮɝɡˊɖɟŮŰɐůŮɘ 

ŮəŮɑɜɞɜ ˊɟɩŰŬ, ŬɚɚɎ ɞ ɅɑŰůɞɠ ŭŮɜ ŭɏɢŰɖəŮ. ȷɜŰɑɗŮŰŬ, ˊɞɚɨ ˊɟɞůɖɜɐɠ əŬɘ ŮɡɔŮɜɘəɧɠ, ˊɐɟŮ ɛɏɟɞɠ ůŰɖ 

ůɡɕɐŰɖůɖ ɚɏɔɞɜŰŬɠ Űɖ ɔɜɩɛɖ Űɞɡ əŬɘ ɧŰŬɜ ɏɛŬɗŮ ɧŰɘ ŰŬ ˊɞɘɐɛŬŰŬ ɐŰŬɜ ɜŬɡŰɘəɎ, ɛŬɠ ɕɐŰɖůŮ ɜŬ Űɞɡ 

ůŰŮɑɚɞɡɛŮ ɏɜŬ ŬɜŰɑŰɡˊɞ ɧŰŬɜ ŰɡˊɤɜɧŰŬɜ Űɞ ɓɘɓɚɑɞ ɔɘŬŰɑ ɐŰŬɜ ŬɜŬɔɜɩůŰɖɠ əŬɘ ɗŬɡɛŬůŰɐɠ Űɞɡ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬ, 

ɛŬɠ ŮɑˊŮ. ȷɡŰɐ ɐŰŬɜ əŬɘ ɖ ɛɞɜŬŭɘəɐ űɞɟɎ ˊɞɡ ŮɑɢŬ Űɖɜ ŮɡəŬɘɟɑŬ ɜŬ ɛɘɚɐůɤ ɛŮ Űɞɜ ˊɞɘɖŰɐ Űɞɡ 

ñȺˊɘŰɎűɘɞɡò, Űɞ ɨűɞɠ Űɞɡ ɞˊɞɑɞɡ ŭɘŬűɏɟŮɘ Űɧůɞ Ŭˊɧ ŮəŮɑɜɞ Űɞɡ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬ. 

 ȷɡŰɧ ŭŮɑɢɜŮɘ Ůˊɑůɖɠ ɧŰɘ Ƀ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬɠ ŭŮɜ ɐŰŬɜ ɛɧɜɞ ɞ ˊɞɘɖŰɐɠ Űɞɡ əɧůɛɞɡ Űɖɠ ɗɎɚŬůůŬɠ əŬɘ Űɞɡ 

ɚɞɔɞŰŮɢɜɘəɞɨ ŬɜŬɔɜɤůŰɘəɞɨ əɞɘɜɞɨ ɔŮɜɘəɎ, ɐŰŬɜ əŬɘ ɞ ŬɔŬˊɖɛɏɜɞɠ ˊɞɘɖŰɐɠ Űɤɜ ˊɞɘɖŰɩɜ Űɖɠ Ůˊɞɢɐɠ Űɞɡ. 

ȷɡŰɧ űŬɑɜŮŰŬɘ əŬɘ Ŭˊɧ Űɘɠ ŬűɘŮɟɩůŮɘɠ ůŰɞ ñɄɞɨůɘò: ůŰɞɜ ȸɎɟɜŬɚɖ, ůŰɞɜ ɆŮűɏɟɖ, ůŰɞɜ ȾŬɑůŬɟŬ 

ȺɛɛŬɜɞɡɐɚ, ůŰɞɜ ȾŬɟŬɔɎŰůɖ, əɚˊ. 

 ɆɐɛŮɟŬ, ŮəŬŰɧ ɢɟɧɜɘŬ Ŭˊɧ Űɖ ɔɏɜɜɖůɐ Űɞɡ əŬɘ ŰɟɘɎɜŰŬ ˊɏɜŰŮ Ŭˊɧ ɗɎɜŬŰɧ Űɞɡ, ɞ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬɠ 

ŮɝŬəɞɚɞɡɗŮɑ ɜŬ ŮɑɜŬɘ ɞ ˊɞɘɖŰɐɠ Űɖɠ ˊɟɞŰɑɛɖůɖɠ Űɞɡ ŬɜŬɔɜɤůŰɘəɞɨ əɞɘɜɞɨ, ŬɚɚɎ əŬɘ Űɤɜ ɜŮɧŰŮɟɤɜ 

ˊɞɘɖŰɩɜ, ɧˊɤɠ ɧŰŬɜ ˊɟɤŰɞŰɨˊɤůŮ ŰŬ ˊɞɘɐɛŬŰɎ Űɞɡ Űɞ 1933. ȷɜɐəŮɘ ŭŮ ůŰɖɜ ˊɞɚɨ ˊŮɟɘɞɟɘůɛɏɜɖ 

ɛŮɘɞɣɖűɑŬ ˊɞɘɖŰɩɜ ˊɞɡ ŰŬ ˊɞɘɐɛŬŰɎ Űɞɡɠ ŰɡˊɩɜɞɜŰŬɘ ůŮ ŬˊŬɜɤŰɏɠ ŮəŭɧůŮɘɠ ɧɚŬ, ɢɤɟɑɠ ˊŬɟŬɚɐɣŮɘɠ, 

əŬŰɎ ˊɞɡ ůɡɛɓŬɑɜŮɘ ɛŮ Űɖɜ ˊɚŮɘɞɣɖűɑŬ ɧůɤɜ ɏɔɟŬɣŬɜ ˊɞɚɨ, əŬɘ ŬůűŬɚɩɠ ɛŮ Űɞ ɅɑŰůɞ, ˊɞɡ ɐŰŬɜ 

ˊɞɚɡɔɟŬűɧŰŬŰɞɠ əŬɘ ɖ ˊɞɑɖůɐ Űɞɡ ɛŮŰɟɘɏŰŬɘ ůŮ ɢɘɚɘɎŭŮɠ ůŮɚɑŭŮɠ.  

 ɇŬ ˊɞɘɐɛŬŰŬ Űɞɡ ȾŬɓɓŬŭɑŬ ŰɡˊɩɜɞɜŰŬɘ ɧɚŬ ɧɢɘ ɔɘŬŰɑ ŮɑɜŬɘ ˊŮɜɐɜŰŬ ŭɨɞ ɧɚŬ əɘ ɧɚŬ, ŬɚɚɎ əŬɘ 

ɔɘŬŰɑ ɔɘŬŰɑ ˊɏɟŬ Ŭˊɧ Űɖɜ ɏɛˊɜŮɡůɖ, ŮɑɜŬɘ ŭɖɛɘɞɡɟɔɐɛŬŰŬ ɡɣɖɚɐɠ ˊɞɘɖŰɘəɐɠ ŭɘŮɟɔŬůɑŬɠ əŬɘ ŬɘůɗɖŰɘəɐɠ 

ŬɜŰɑɚɖɣɖɠ. ȷɡŰɎ ŰŬ ůŰɞɘɢŮɑŬ ŭŮɜ ůɡɜɎŭɞɡɜ ůɡɜɐɗɤɠ ɛŮ ɛɘŬ ˊɚɖɗɤɟɘəɐ ˊɞɘɖŰɘəɐ ˊŬɟŬɔɤɔɐ ɧˊɤɠ Űɞɡ 

ɅɑŰůɞɡ əŬɘ, ɔɘŬ ɜŬ ŬɜŬűɏɟɤ ŬəɧɛŬ ɏɜŬ ˊŬɟɎŭŮɘɔɛŬ, ɧˊɤɠ Űɞɡ ɄɎɛˊɚɞ ɁŮɟɞɨŭŬ. ȼ ˊɞɘɖŰɘəɐ ɏɜŰŬůɖ ŭŮɜ 

ɛˊɞɟŮɑ ɜŬ ŭɘŬŰɖɟɖɗŮɑ ůŰɞ ɑŭɘɞ ŮˊɑˊŮŭɞ ɔɘŬ Űɧůɞ ˊɞɚɨ, űɡůɘəɎ ɢɤɟɑɠ ŬɡŰɧ ɜŬ ůɖɛŬɑɜŮɘ ɧŰɘ ŭŮɜ Ŭɝɑɕɞɡɜ. 

Ɉˊɞűɏɟɞɡɜ, ɧɛɤɠ, ůɡɜɐɗɤɠ, Ŭˊɧ ɏɜŬ Ůɑŭɞɠ ŮˊŬɜɎɚɖɣɖɠ ɜɞɐɛŬŰɞɠ əŬɘ ɛɖɜɨɛŬŰɞɠ, əŬŰɘ ˊɞɡ ɛɞɘɟŬɑŬ əɎɜŮɘ 

ɜŬ ɛɖɜ ɏɢɞɡɜ ɧɚŬ Űɞ ɘŭɘɞ ŮɜŭɘŬűɏɟɞɡɜ. ȷɡŰɐ ŮɑɜŬɘ əŬɘ ɖ ŭɘŬűɞɟɎ ɛŮ ŰŬ ˊɞɘɐɛŬŰŬ Űɞɡ ȾŬɓɓŬɓɑŬ əŬɘ ɔɘô 

ŬɡŰɧ ŬɜŰɏɢɞɡɜ ɧɚŬ ůŰɞ ɢɟɧɜɞ: ŮɑɜŬɘ ŭɞɡɚŮɛɏɜŬ ůŬɜ ŰŬ ˊŬɚɘɎ əŬɟɎɓɘŬ ɛŮ əŬɟűɘɎ, ˊɞɡ ɎɜŰŮɢŬɜ əŬɚɨŰŮɟŬ 

ůŰɖ ɗɎɚŬůůŬ Ŭˊɧ ŰŬ ñɚɑɛˊŮɟŰɡò Űɖɠ ůɨɔɢɟɞɜɖɠ ɛŬɕɘəɐɠ ˊŬɟŬɔɤɔɐɠ ˊɞɡ ŮɑɜŬɘ əɞɚɚɖɛɏɜŬ ɛŮ ɞɝɡɔɧɜɞ. 



     ɅɐɔŬɠ ȾŬˊˊɎŰɞɠ              

 

ɀɐɜɡůɖ əŬŰɎ Űɞɡ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɞɨ ɛɞɡůŮɑɞɡ ɔɘŬ ŰŬ ɔɚɡˊŰɎ Űɞɡ ɄŬɟɗŮɜɩɜŬ 

 

- 

ȺũȾȿȼɆȼ - ɀȼɁɈɆȼ 

ɇɖɠ ɀŬɟɑŬɠ ɉŬŰɕɖŭɎəɖ ȸŬɓɞɡɟŬɜɎəɖ Űɞɡ ȷɜŭɟɏŬ, əŬŰɞɑəɞɡ ȷɢŬɟɜɩɜ  

Ⱦȷɇȷ THE BRITISH  MUSEUM OF LONDON ( ɇɞɡ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɞɨ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞɡ), ŭɘŮɨɗɡɜůɖ 

 Great Russell Street, 38, WC1B 3DG ˊɞɡ ŮəˊɟɞůɤˊŮɑŰŬɘ ɜɧɛɘɛŬ ůŰɖɜ ȺɚɚɎŭŬ Ŭˊɧ Űɖɜ 

ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɐ ɄɟŮůɓŮɑŬ ( ˊɞɡ ŮŭɟŮɨŮɘ ůŰɖɜ ȷɗɐɜŬ) 

EɑɛŬɘ ȺɚɚɖɜɑŭŬ ɄɞɚɑŰɘɠ əŬɘ əŬŰɞɘəɩ ůŰɘɠ ȷɢŬɟɜɏɠ  ɧˊɞɡ əŬɘ ɔŮɜɜɐɗɖəŬ Ůˊɑ Űɖɠ ɤɠ Ɏɜɤ 

ŬɜŬűŮɟɞɛɏɜɖɠ ɞŭɞɨ. Ⱥˊɑ ůŮɘɟɎɜ ŭŮəŬŮŰɘɩɜ ˊŬɟŬəɞɚɞɡɗɩ ɛŮ ˊɧɜɞ əŬɘ ɞŭɨɜɖ Űɖɜ ˊŬɟŬəɟɎŰɖůɖ 

Ŭˊɧ Űɞ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɧ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞ Űɞɡ ȿɞɜŭɑɜɞɡ Űɤɜ əɚŬˊɏɜŰɤɜ Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɩɜ ȷɟɢŬɘɞɚɞɔɘəɩɜ 

ŪɖůŬɡɟɩɜ  Ŭˊɧ Űɞɜ ȷɟɢŬɘɞəɎˊɖɚɞ ȿɧɟŭɞ THOMAS BRUCE ?ɤɠ əɎŰɤɗɘ ŬɜŬűɏɟɤ- ŰŬ ɞˊɞɑŬ 

Űɞ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɧ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞ űɘɚɞɝŮɜŮɑ əŬɘ ŬɟɜŮɑŰŬɘ ɜŬ ŮˊɘůŰɟɏɣŮɘ ůŰɖɜ ˊŬŰɟɑŭŬ ɛɞɡ ˊŬɟɎ Űɞ ɧŰɘ 

ɎɟɘůŰŬ ɔɜɤɟɑɕŮɘ ɧŰɘ ŮɑɜŬɘ ˊɟɞɥɧɜŰŬ əɚŮˊŰŬˊɞŭɞɢɐɠ. 

Ƀ Thomas Bruce, ɏɓŭɞɛɞɠ əɧɛɖɠ Űɞɡ  Elgin ɛŮ ŰŬˊŮɘɜɧ  əɑɜɖŰɟɞ Űɖɜ ŮˊɘɗɡɛɑŬ Űɞɡ ɜŬ ɔɑɜŮɘ 

ɕɖɚŮɡŰɧɠ Ŭˊɧ ŰŬ ɡˊɧɚɞɘˊŬ ɛɏɚɖ Űɖɠ ɡɣɖɚɐɠ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɐɠ əɞɘɜɤɜɑŬɠ Űɞ 1799, ɧŰŬɜ ŭɘɞɟɑůŰɖəŮ 

ˊɟɏůɓɖɠ Űɖɠ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɑŬɠ ůŰɖɜ ɃɗɤɛŬɜɘəɐ ŬɡŰɞəɟŬŰɞɟɑŬ əŬɘ ɛŮŰŬŰɏɗɖəŮ ůŰɖɜ 

ȾɤɜůŰŬɜŰɘɜɞɨˊɞɚɖ  Űɞ 1801 ɚŮɖɚɎŰɖůŮ Űɞ ɛŮɔŬɚɨŰŮɟɞ Űɖɠ ɔɖɠ ŬɟɘůŰɞɨɟɔɖɛŬ, ůˊŬɟɎůůɞɜŰŬɠ, 

əɧɓɞɜŰŬɠ ůŮ əɞɛɛɎŰɘŬ əŬɘ ɛŮŰŬűɏɟɞɜŰŬɠ ŰŮɛɎɢɘŬ Űɞɡ ɄŬɟɗŮɜɩɜŬ ůŰɖɜ ˊŬŰɟɑŭŬ Űɞɡ əŬɘ 



ůɡɔəŮəɟɘɛɏɜŬ ůŰɘɠ 26 ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ 1801 ɛŮ Űɞ ˊɚɞɑɞ ?Mentor?, Űɞ ɞˊɞɑɞ ŮɑɢŮ űɏɟŮɘ ɔɘŬ ŬɡŰɧ Űɞ 

ůəɞˊɧ ůŰɖɜ ɢɩɟŬ ɛɞɡ. ȷɡŰɧɠ ɞ ŬɜŮəŭɘɐɔɖŰɞɠ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɧɠ  ɏəɚŮɓŮ  

Űɖɜ əɚɖɟɞɜɞɛɘɎ Űɞɡ ȭȺɗɜɞɡɠ ɛɞɡ ŭɘŬɟəɩɠ əŬɘ ůɡɜɏɢŮɘŬ ɛɏɢɟɘ  Űɞ 1817 ɧŰŬɜ ŭɨɞ ŬəɧɛŬ 

ˊɞɚŮɛɘəɎ ˊɚɞɑŬ, ɞ ɇɎɔɞɠ əŬɘ ɞ ȹɞɟɡűɧɟɞɠ űɞɟŰɩɗɖəŬɜ ɛŮ ŰŬűɧˊɚŬəŮɠ, ɢŬɚəɩɛŬŰŬ əŬɘ 

ŮəŬŰɞɜŰɎŭŮɠ ɓɎɕɤɜ. ɀɎɚɘůŰŬ,  ŮɎɜ  ŰɏůůŮɟŬ ɢɟɧɜɘŬ ŬɟɔɧŰŮɟŬ, ɞ Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɧɠ ŬɔɩɜŬɠ ɔɘŬ Űɖɜ 

ŬɜŮɝŬɟŰɖůɑŬ  ŭŮɜ ɏŭɘɜŮ Űɏɚɞɠ ůŰɖ ɚŮɖɚŬůɑŬ Űɞɡ Thomas Bruce Ȱɚɔɘɜ ɞ ŮɔəɚɖɛŬŰɑŬɠ ŬɡŰɧɠ ɗŬ 

ŮɑɢŮ ɛŮŰŬűɏɟŮɘ ůŰɖɜ ȷɔɔɚɑŬ ɞɚɧəɚɖɟɞ Űɞɜ ɄŬɟɗŮɜɩɜŬ. 

ȷˊɧ Űɞ 1938 Ůɤɠ Űɞ 1939, ɏɔɘɜŮ ɞ ŬˊɑůŰŮɡŰɞɠ çəŬɗŬɟɘůɛɧɠè Űɤɜ ɛŬɟɛɎɟɤɜ Űɞɡ ɄŬɟɗŮɜɩɜŬ 

 ɧŰŬɜ Űɞ ŮɟɔŬŰɘəɧ ˊɟɞůɤˊɘəɧ Űɞɡ ɛɞɡůŮɑɞɡ ɢɤɟɑɠ Ůˊɑůɖɛɖ ŮɝɞɡůɘɞŭɧŰɖůɖ ɢɟɖůɘɛɞˊɞɑɖůŮ 

ɢɎɚəɘɜŬ ŮɟɔŬɚŮɑŬ ɔɘŬ ɜŬ ŬˊɞɛŬəɟɨɜŮɘ ŬɡŰɧ ˊɞɡ ˊɑůŰŮɡŮ ɧŰɘ ɐŰŬɜ ɓɟɤɛɘɎ, ˊɞɡ ɐŰŬɜ ɧɛɤɠ ůŰɖɜ 

ˊɟŬɔɛŬŰɘəɧŰɖŰŬ ɖ ɛŮɚɧɢɟɤɛɖ ˊŬŰɑɜŬ Űɖɠ ɘůŰɞɟɘəɐɠ ŮˊɘűɎɜŮɘŬɠ Űɤɜ ɛŬɟɛɎɟɤɜ.  

ȼ əɑɜɖůɖ ŬɡŰɐ Űɞɡ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɞɨ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞɡ ŬˊɞŭŮɘəɜɨŮɘ Űɖɜ ŬɜɘəŬɜɧŰɖŰŬ Űɞɡ ɜŬ ɏɢŮɘ ůŰɖɜ əŬŰɞɢɐ 

Űɞɡ əŬɘ ɜŬ ůɡɜŰɖɟŮɑ ȷɟɢŬɘɞɚɞɔɘəɞɨɠ ŪɖůŬɡɟɞɨɠ.  

ȼ  ˊɟɎɝɖ Űɞɡ əɞɘɜɞɨ əɚɏűŰɖ  ȷɟɢŬɘɞŰɐŰɤɜ ɚɧɟŭɞɡ Thomas Bruce (Ⱥɚɔɘɜ) ˊɞŰɏ ɛɏɢɟɘ ůɐɛŮɟŬ 

ŭŮɜ ɏɢŮɘ ŰɘɛɤɟɖɗŮɑ əŬɘ əŬɜŮɑɠ ŭŮɜ ɏɢŮɘ ŬˊɞəŬɚɏůŮɘ Ůˊɘůɐɛɤɠ Űɞɜ ɚɧɟŭɞ Ⱥɚɔɘɜ ɛŮ Űɖɜ ˊɟŬɔɛŬŰɘəɐ 

Űɞɡ ɘŭɘɧŰɖŰŬ: ŬɡŰɐ Űɞɡ əɞɘɜɞɨ əɚɏűŰɖ ȷɟɢŬɘɞŰɐŰɤɜ ŭɖɚŬŭɐ  ȷɟɢŬɘɞəɎˊɖɚɞɡ. 

ɇɞ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɧ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞ ůɡɜɏɢɘůŮ əŬɘ ŮˊɘəɨɟɤůŮ ˊŬɟŬɜɧɛɤɠ  Űɖɜ əɚɞˊɐ Űɤɜ ȷɟɢŬɑɤɜ 

 Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɩɜ ɀŬɟɛɎɟɤɜ Ŭűɞɨ  ŬˊŮŭɏɢɗɖ Űɖɜ ˊɟɞůűɞɟɎ Űɞɡ ȷɟɢŬɘɞəŬˊɐɚɞɡ  ȸɟŮŰŬɜɞɨ 

ˊɚɖɟɩɜɞɜŰŬɠ ɏɜŬ ŮɡŰŮɚɏɠ ˊɞůɧɜ əŬɘ ɞɚɞəɚɐɟɤůŮ Űɞ ɏɔəɚɖɛŬ Űɞɡ  ɛŮ ˊɚɖɛɛŮɚɐ əŬɘ 

ŮɔəɚɖɛŬŰɘəɐ űɨɚŬɝɖ-ŭɘŬŰɐɟɖůɖ Űɖɠ ȷɟɢŬɑŬɠ ȾɚɖɟɞɜɞɛɘɎɠ Űɖɠ ˊŬŰɟɑŭŬɠ ɛɞɡ ȺɚɚɎŭɞɠ Űɖɜ 

 ɞˊɞɑŬ ŮˊɘˊɟɞůɗɏŰɤɠ Ŭˊɧ ŰɧŰŮ, ŮəɗɏŰŮɘ  əŬɘ ŮəɛŮŰŬɚɚŮɨŮŰŬɘ ɞɘəɞɜɞɛɘəɩɠ ɓŬˊŰɑɕɞɜŰɎɠ Űɖ 

ɛɎɚɘůŰŬ ɛŮ Űɞ ɧɜɞɛŬ Űɞɡ əɚŮˊŰŬˊɞŭɧɢɞɡ  (ȺȿũȽɁȺȽȷ) Ůɜɩ ɎɟɘůŰŬ ɔɜɤɟɑɕŮɘ ɧŰɘ ŮɑɜŬɘ ˊɟɞɥɧɜ 

əɚɞˊɐɠ.  

ȳɚŬ ŬɡŰɎ,  ɢŬɟŬəŰɖɟɑɕɞɡɜ  Űɞ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɧ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞ ɤɠ ȾɚŮˊŰŬˊɞŭɧɢɞ. 

ȰəŰɞŰŮ əŬɘ ˊŬɟɎ Űɘɠ əŬŰ? ŮˊŬɜɎɚɖɣɘɜ ŮəəɚɐůŮɘɠ Űɖɠ ȺɚɚɎŭɞɠ Űɞ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɧ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞ 

ˊŬɟŬəɟŬŰɎ Űɞɜ ˊŬɟŬɜɧɛɤɠ ŬˊɞəŰɖɗɏɜŰŬ ɗɖůŬɡɟɧ Űɖɠ ˊŬŰɟɑŭŬɠ ɛɞɡ əŬɘ ŬɟɜŮɑŰŬɘ Űɖɜ ŮˊɘůŰɟɞűɐ 

Űɞɡ.  

ȹȽȷ ɇȷɈɇȷ 

ɀɖɜɨɤ Űɞ ȸɅȺɇȷɁȽȾɃ ɀɃɈɆȺȽɃ  TOY ȿɃɁȹȽɁɃɈ əŬɗɩɠ əŬɘ əɎɗŮ Ŭɟɛɧŭɘɞ Ůˊɑ Űɞɡ 

ɗɏɛŬŰɞɠ ůŰɏɚŮɢɧɠ Űɞɡ  ɔɘŬ əɚŮˊŰŬˊɞŭɞɢɐ , ˊŬɟɎɜɞɛɖ ˊŬɟŬəɟɎŰɖůɖ əŬɘ ɞɘəɞɜɞɛɘəɐ 

ŮəɛŮŰɎɚɚŮɡůɖ Űɞɡ ŪɖůŬɡɟɞɨ Űɖɠ ɉɩɟŬɠ ɛɞɡ, űɟɘəŰɎ ŮɔəɚɐɛŬŰŬ ɔɘŬ ŰŬ ɞˊɞɑŬ ɕɖŰɩ Űɖɜ ŭɑəŬɘɖ 

ŰɘɛɤɟɑŬ Űɞɡɠ. 

ȷɘŰɞɨɛŬɘ Űɖɜ ɎɛŮůɖ ŮˊɘůŰɟɞűɐ əɎɗŮ ȷɟɢŬɘɞɚɞɔɘəɞɨ əɚŬˊɏɜŰɞɠ ŬɜŰɘəŮɘɛɏɜɞɡ ˊɞɡ ɡˊɎɟɢŮɘ əŬɘ 

ŮəŰɑɗŮŰŬɘ ŮəŮɑ əŬɗɩɠ əŬɘ ɧůŬ ŮɚɚɖɜɘəɎ ɏɟɔŬ Űɏɢɜɖɠ ɓɟɑůəɞɜŰŬɘ Űɞ Burlington House ɏɤɠ 

ůɐɛŮɟŬ. 

ȷɘŰɞɨɛŬɘ Űɖɜ Ůˊɘɓɞɚɐ ˊɟɞůŰɑɛɞɡ ŬˊɞəŬŰɎůŰŬůɖɠ ɛŮŰŬűɞɟɎɠ əŬɘ ŰɞˊɞɗɏŰɖůɖɠ Űɤɜ ɀŬɟɛɎɟɤɜ 

ůŰɞ ɛɏɟɞɠ ɧˊɞɡ ˊɟɏˊŮɘ ɜŬ ɓɟɑůəɞɜŰŬɘ, ŭɖɚŬŭɐ ůŰɞ ɜɏɞ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞ ȷəɟɧˊɞɚɖɠ. 



ȷɘŰɞɨɛŬɘ Űɖɜ əŬŰŬɓɞɚɐ ŬɜŬɚɧɔɞɡ  Ŭˊɞɕɖɛɑɤůɖɠ ůŰɞ Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɧ ȾɟɎŰɞɠ ɔɘŬ Űɖɜ ɕɖɛɑŬ ˊɞɡ 

ˊɟɞəɎɚŮůŮ Űɞ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɧ ɀɞɡůŮɑɞ ůŰŬ ɀɎɟɛŬɟŬ Ŭˊɧ ˊɚɖɛɛŮɚɐ əŬɘ ŬŭɘɎűɞɟɖ ɛŮŰŬɢŮɑɟɘůɖ 

ɡˊɞɓɘɓɎɕɞɜŰŬɠ Űɞɜ ŮŬɡŰɧ Űɞɡ  ůŮ ɞɑəɞ űɨɚŬɝɖɠ ŬɟɢŬɘɞŰɐŰɤɜ Ŭˊɧ ŬŭŬŮɑɠ əŬɘ ɎůɢŮŰɞɡɠ. 

ȷɘŰɞɨɛŬɘ Űɖɜ ŭɘŬ ɛɏůɞɡ ˊŬůɩɜ Űɤɜ ŬɜŬ Űɖɜ ɡűɐɚɘɞ  ɛɏůɤɜ ɛŬɕɘəɐɠ Ůɜɖɛɏɟɤůɖɠ ŬɑŰɖůɖɠ 

ůɡɔɔɜɩɛɖɠ Űɖɠ ȸɟŮŰŬɜɘəɐɠ Ⱦɡɓɏɟɜɖůɖɠ ˊɟɞɠ Űɞɜ Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɧ ȿŬɧ , Űɖɜ ȷɟɢŬɘɞɚɞɔɘəɐ ɄŮɟɘɞɡůɑŬ 

Űɞɡ ɞˊɞɑɞɡ ˊŬɟŬɜɧɛɤɠ əŬɘ ˊɟɞəɚɖŰɘəɩɠ Ůˊɑ ŮəŬŰɞɜŰŬŮŰɑŮɠ ɜɏɛŮŰŬɘ əŬɘ ŮˊɘˊɟɞůɗɏŰɤɠ 

ɞɘəɞɜɞɛɘəɩɠ ŮəɛŮŰŬɚɚŮɨŮŰŬɘ ˊŬɟŬɔɜɤɟɑɕɞɜŰŬɠ ɧŰɘ ŮɑɜŬɘ ˊɟɞɥɧɜŰŬ ȾɚŮˊŰŬˊɞŭɞɢɐɠ, ɏɔəɚɖɛŬ ˊɞɡ 

ŰɘɛɤɟŮɑŰŬɘ ůəɚɖɟɧŰŬŰŬ Ŭˊɧ ŭɘŮɗɜŮɑɠ Ɂɧɛɞɡɠ əŬɘ ȾŬɜɞɜɘůɛɞɨɠ. 

ɄŬɟɑůŰŬɛŬɘ ɤɠ ˊɞɚɘŰɘəɩɠ ŮɜɎɔɞɡůŬ ɔɘŬ Űɖɜ ɖɗɘəɐ ɓɚɎɓɖ ˊɞɡ ɏɢŮɘ ɡˊɞůŰŮɑ ůɨɛˊŬɜ Űɞ Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɧ 

Ȱɗɜɞɠ əŬɘ Ůɔɩ ɤɠ ˊɞɚɑŰɘɠ Űɞɡ, ɔɘŬ ˊɞůɧɜ 100 Ůɡɟɩ ůɡɛɓɞɚɘəɎ, ɛŮ Űɖɜ ŮˊɘűɨɚŬɝɖ ɜŬ ˊɟɞůűɨɔɤ 

ůŰŬ ŬůŰɘəɎ əŬɘ ŭɘŮɗɜɐ ŭɘəŬůŰɐɟɘŬ. 

ȷɗɐɜŬ, 9 ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ 2009 

ȼ ɀȼɁɈɃɈɆȷ ȾȷȽ ɄɃȿȽɇȽȾɋɆ ȺɁȷũɃɈɆȷ 



Sailing Against Conventional Wisdom  

Author Gavin Menzies Is Determined to Prove That Minoans Discovered the New World 

4,000 Years Ago 

By DALYA ALBERGE, Wall Street Journal  

It takes a brave soul to rewrite history by sailing against current thought. More than 500 years 

after Christopher Columbus "discovered" America, another seaman is doing just that, entering 

previously uncharted academic waters with claims that other "Europeans" -- the Minoans -- got 

there first, thousands of years earlier. 

Gavin Menzies, 72 years old, is drawing on his experience as a former British Royal Navy 

submarine commander to prove in a book he is writing that the Minoans were such supreme 

seafarers that they crossed an ocean and discovered the New World 4,000 years ago. 

Rex Features  

Gavin Menzies at home in London 

Eight years after he made controversial headlines with his first American history book, "1421: 

The Year China Discovered America," which sold more than a million copies in 130 countries, 

he may spark debate anew by claiming that the Bronze Age civilization of Crete, which built 

magnificent palaces, devised systems of writing and developed a trading empire, got rich on vast 

quantities of copper mined in America. 

Transworld Publishers undertook his first book, in which he claimed that a Chinese eunuch led a 

fleet of junks to America 71 years before Columbus. The book led to invitations to lecture at 

universities including Harvard, to an honorary professorship at Yunnan University in China, to 

the sale of film rights to Sky Motion Pictures and to HarperCollins snapping up the sequel in 

2008, "1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the Renaissance." 

"Revisionist history tends to sell exceptionally well," says Luigi Bonomi, a leading literary agent 

who represents Mr. Menzies. "There is a huge audience eager to read new things about history." 

Criticism ensued, with several academics dismissing Mr. Menzies' earlier books as fiction 

masquerading as history. 

http://online.wsj.com/search/search_center.html?KEYWORDS=DALYA+ALBERGE&ARTICLESEARCHQUERY_PARSER=bylineAND


As he did back then, Mr. Menzies remains unwavering from his beliefs. He claims his latest 

evidence for his book, which doesn't have a publishing date or a title yet, solves the mystery of 

which ancient civilization mined thousands of copper mines around Lake Superior on the 

Canadian-American border as early as 2,200 B.C., leaving behind thousands of knives, harpoons 

and other objects. 

 

Alamy  

A Bronze Age wall painting of Minoan ships at Akrotiri on Thera, an island off the coast of 

Greece. 

 

Vessels depicted in Minoan frescoes and the remains of one of them -- the Uluburun wreck 

found on the Mediterranean seabed in 1982 with a cargo of copper ingots and artifacts from 

seven different civilizations -- have convinced him that their ships were advanced enough for 



ocean travel. The frescoes and the wreck's surviving fragments, he claims, gave him enough 

detail to work out the number of rowers, the type and efficiency of sails and the sailing capacity. 

"We can make accurate estimates of the length, width and draught of the ships and hence their 

seagoing capability," he explains in a phone interview from his home in central London, 

sounding resolute. "The ships could sail into the wind as well as before it, and lower sail very 

quickly in the event of an unexpected squall." 

He also claims to have DNA proof that the Minoans carried a rare gene found today among 

Native Americans around Lake Superior and scientific tests matching the region's "uniquely 

pure" copper to the Uluburun ingots. Pointing to evidence of indigenous American plants being 

transported to other civilizations -- including nicotine traces found in ancient Egyptian mummies 

and maize-cobs carved on their temples -- he says that the Egyptians with their flimsy vessels 

weren't great seafarers and that only the Minoans, with whom they traded, could have undertaken 

trans-Atlantic travel. 

One would expect that if the Minoans carried tobacco from the Americas to Egypt, evidence of 

American tobacco should exist around Crete. "There is such evidence in the form of a tobacco 

beetle found buried beneath the 1450 B.C. volcanic ash of a merchant's house in Akrotiri, the 

Minoan town...This tobacco beetle, Lasioderma Serricorne, was indigenous to the Americas. It 

should be remembered tobacco didn't grow in Europe in 1450 B.C.," Mr. Menzies says. 

Despite his confidence, Mr. Menzies is bracing himself for ill-winds and a storm over his new 

theories. Although he has yet to finish his Minoan book, some academics are again skeptical 

ahead of having a chance to read the evidence. 

Although Professor Carl Johannessen, professor emeritus at the University of Oregon and co-

author of "World Trade and Biological Exchanges before 1492," is intrigued by Mr. Menzies's 

latest research and applauds his previous efforts as "a powerful search for ancient knowledge," 

he says, "I am convinced that the Minoans were not the first or the only sailors crossing the 

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans." 

Meanwhile, Susan Martin, an associate professor of archaeology at Michigan State University 

who specializes in Lake Superior's prehistoric archaeology, says, "There is no evidence of any 

exploration or exploitation of the mineral resources by anyone other than Native American 

users." 

Professor John Bennet, a Minoan expert at the University of Sheffield, argues that, while it is 

theoretically possible that Minoans reached America, their ships were too small to carry 

sufficient supplies and cargo for regular long voyages. And Cemal Pulak, an associate professor 

at Texas A&M University who led the Uluburun excavation, says that such ambitious seafaring 

wouldn't have been feasible. Although the vessels were sturdy, they didn't have decks to endure 

storms and rough seas, he explains, adding that the Uluburun copper came from Cyprus. 



Undeterred, Mr. Menzies counters that the Minoan ships were three times the size of 

Columbus's, that ancient artifacts found at Lake Superior match those from the Uluburun wreck, 

and that indigenous Americans had no knowledge of mining or smelting copper artifacts. 

Rewriting history is easier said than done. Only dictators and Hollywood films do it with ease. 

Certainly, Mr. Menzies isn't the first person to challenge America's earliest history. The 

Mormons have claimed that the Jaredite people from the Middle East discovered America 4,000 

years ago, and others have argued that Leif Eriksson, the Norse explorer, got there first, half a 

millennium before Columbus. 

Every year since 1934, America has set aside a public holiday to remember Columbus. The 

Minoans are likely to have to wait a while for their own remembrance day. 

τDalya Alberge is a writer based in London. 

 

 


