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Prometheas Events
e Friday, April 23, 2010, 8:00 pm: “Oral Tradition and Folk Songs in Antiquity: New
perspectives on Homer & Lyric Poetry” by Dr. Andromache Karanika at St. George Greek
Orthodox Church, Bethesda, MD (see brochure)

Past Events: Dr. Michael A. Soupios’ lecture titled “The Magic of Logos among the Ancient
Hellenes” and delivered at the Celebration of the Greek Letters Day is posted in the Prometheas’
website.

Other Events

e Thursday, April 8, 2010, 5:30 pm: “The State of El Greco Studies at the beginning of the
21 Century”; lecture by Prof. N. Hadjinikolaou of the University of Crete in the Music
Room of Dunbarton Oaks. Reservations required: museum@oaks.org or 202-339-6984

Announcements

«Solidarity Fund of Greece»



mailto:museum@oaks.org

The Board of Directors of the World Council of Hellenes Abroad are addressing a call to all
Greeks worldwide to support the campaign for the “*Solidarity Account for Greece®” which was
established for the repayment the nation’s public debt.

Hellenes, in all four corners of the earth, always love and support their birthplace, Greece, in any
way they can, especially during difficult times. In this critical time for the finances of our
country, and thus we are calling Hellenes worldwide to take action.

We consider that it is our duty, that each and every one of us and all together as one, support and
contribute actively to the Solidarity Fund Campaign, which is led by the President of the
Hellenic Republic, Mr. Karolos Papoulias, a widely accepted prominent figure, who accepted the
relevant invitation by the Speaker of the Hellenic Parliament, Mr. Philipos Petsalnikos.

We are confident on the immediate and positive response of all, in this initiative, so that
Hellenism world wide can stand once again by Greece’s side, proving that when we stand united,
we become stronger and more proud of our Greek roots.

“INFORMATION ON THE SOLIDARITY ACCOUNT FOR THE REPAYMENT OF
PUBLIC DEBT”

e Under Bank of Greece Governor’s Act 271/4.3.2010, the account for the collection of funds from
interested parties, on a voluntary basis, which will be exclusively allocated for the repayment of
Greece’s public debt has been established, N. 24/26132462 “*SOLIDARITY ACCOUNT FOR
THE REPAYMENT OF PUBLIC DEBT”*

o The account will be accepting deposits from the 5th of March 2010 onwards, in the head office
and local branches at the counters and agencies of the Bank of Greece, as well as the entire
network of commercial banks.

« For those who are interested, the details of the account are as follows: IBAN GR 04 010 0024
0000000026132462 and SWIFT/BIC BNGRGRAA

e For further information you can contact the Department of Public Agencies by phone on 0030
210 320 2716 & 0030 210 320 3376.

News 04.03.2010 / President of the Republic Leads Solidarity Fund Campaign «Solidarity Fund
of Greece»

http://en.sae.gr/?id=19011
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Language learning program

Due to expressed interest from a number of people in the Rosetta Stone online language learning
program, the program can be offered again this year, provided that we have enough subscriptions to
cover the expense of a community license. The price for the yearly subscription is $80 and can provide
access to the Rosetta Stone online language learning program, which includes Greek, Spanish, Italian,
French, German, Arabic and other languages. If we obtain commitments, over the next couple of weeks
from at least 50 subscribers to participate in the program, we will make arrangements to offer the
program, beginning at the end of March. To sign up, please contact llias Borsas at: iborsas@gmail.com
or (301) 592-7282

SUMMER WRITING WORKSHOP IN CRETE

June 18-27, 2010
A collaboration between Boston University and the Panteion University of Athens, Greece:
Food, culture and the environment? ... and a summer writing workshop?

Would you like to study and write this summer in one of the world's most beautiful settings -- the
Island of Crete? The Crete Writing Workshop is an affordable and stimulating opportunity to
learn about the food, culture and environment of the eastern Mediterranean in a relaxed and
creative setting. The 10-day workshop includes trips to harbor villages, hikes into the mountains
and the traditional music and dance of the Greek tavernas.?

For more information: ?http://creteww.net/

NMAPAKAHZH
IlpowOnore yia vmoypapés THY mToPoKdT® o/cn

Iveton o Tpoomdadeia v unv katapyndei oto King's College 1 £6pa Adapdvtiov Kopan yio
NeoeMnvikéc kar Bulavtivég omovdéc. Kindly, vote against the projected dismemberment of the
Department of Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies at King’s College London. You'll find the
petition in this website: http://www.petitiononline.com/sdbmgs10/petition.html
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Books

e «Ancient Greece: A History in Eleven Cities» by Paul Cartledge
e «The Greek Body» by Ian Jenkins and Victoria Turner

e «The whispering voices of Smyrna» by Dr. Niki Karavasilis, Publishing Company: Red
Lead Press, ISBN: 978-14349-6381-9, www.redleadbooks.com

Websites of the month

e Achilleas’ new CD: www.achilleasgreekmusic.com

o Gabby Awards Diaspora Video with Glykeria: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-m-ovKkyBE8

e Got Greek? http://gotgreek.hellenext.org/

e New Museum of Pella (Reloaded)/ Néo Apyatoroyikd Movaceio TTéAAaG:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRRdWFJezDo

e '"NAYZ - XYAAOI'OX ATAAOZEQYX TOY EAAHNIKOY ITOAITIEMOY":
http://www.ngonaus.org/

News Articles

EKATO XPONIA AIIO TH 'ENNHXH TOY NIKOY KABBAAIA

[Ipwv Alyov kaupd, oto e€mtepicd 6mov Lo, pHov {NTnoav va Kdve piov e1.60ymyky opuAic o€ pa
Y10pT1 TOL TOMTIGTIKOV GVAAGYoV [TPOMHGBEAZL, ¢ meployng Ovdotyktov, apiepmouévn ot eKatd
xpovIaL amd TV Yévvnon tov ['idvvn Pitoov. Xe avtiv avaeépdnka kot 6° €va mepiotatikd 6mov o Pitcog
wAdet yuo v oinon tov Kafpadia kot otnv onola Bo avapepbd ki edd yia dtopopeticd Adyo. O Pitcog
yevvinOnke 1o 1909, o KaPapadiag tav Eva ypdvo pikpotepog, yevvininke to 1910.

O Nikog Kappadiag yevvinOnke otn Mavilovpia, 6nwg eival yvwotd, 010V 0 TaTépoc TOV NTaV
éumopog kot enéotpeye otV KepaAlovid mohd pikpdc y1oti o1 EMLYELPTOELS TOV TOTEP TOL OEV TNV
KaAd ekel. AvTtd T0 YEYOVOG I €KOVE VO OKEQTH Kot va Bednom va pabm ti yAdooao pddve ot
Mavtlovpia. MoAc EBara TV epdTNnon 610 wvtepvét Tt vouilete Ot fynke otnv 006vn; To 6voud tov, o€
dtapnunon evog diyAwooov BifAiov pe TomUatd Tov, EAANVIKA ayyAKd, Kt EAeye OTL yevviOnKe oTn
Moavtlovpio aALd peydiwoe oty EAAGOa. Avtd onuaivel 6Tt amd ™ yévvnon tov o KafPadiag
GUVOEETOL KO LUE QVTIV TN XD pa Y10, Toug EEvoug. [Tapa&evedtnka € 1660 TOAD, TOL KVTO TO YEYOVOC OV
Bvunoce KTl GAho Tov B LVETOPNOM® T KAT®.
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Edd mpémel va o 611 pe tov KapPadia pe ocuvédee oteviy ghia. Mo gopd Aoutdv, Bupmonika,
070 OTiTL TOL KOowOoL pag eilov kot Piioexdotn ABavaciov Kapafia, avtdc eine otov Koappadia yio va
Tov TElpdset: “Av elyave mdel KaAd ot d0ovAELES Tov maTépa cov ot Mavtlovpia, pmopel va giyeg petvet
exel kou va elyeg ypdyetl oteprovi| moinom ota povifovploavd” (o’ 6mov Kot 1 01kn pov avalnnon yo
yvAdooa) kot o Kappadiog yéhace pe mv yoyn tov.

Av {ovoe Oumg oNUEP KL EUTALVE GTO JLOVKTIO Yol va pabeL Tt YAdooo, uhdve otn Mavi{ovpia
K1 £PAeme TO GvOUA TOV 0T SR on TS Amazon.com (T Yoot gtaipeia Tov Tovidet Bifiia amd o
Ivtepver): “Nikos Kavadias, collected poems, bilingual Edition, 2006; born in Harbin, Mantzouria, but
grown up in Greece”, wéA Oa Eekapdilotav oto Yéha. Axdpa teplocotepo o ABavdacioc Kapafiag, mov
oMo tov Teipale kat dgv Tov aenve o€ YAwpod Kiapi. H petdppacn tov momudtov ivat omd tv
Avctpaiovn Gail Host-Warhaft, mov eiye omovddoet otnv EALGSa. Exeivo mov dev EEpm etvan av ko m
KLPEPVNOT BLTAG TNG AGLATIKNG Y DpPag, OnAadn g Mavilovpiog, eyeipet OEpa dSikampdtoy yio v
katayoyn tov Kappadio. Avtd var kot Ba ftav To dkpov dwtov e eapoag!

X 0t agopd tov Pitco, yuo tov omoio piknoa mpwv ki €pepe avtiy ™ BOunon, B avaeépw T0
e&ng meprotatid. To 1964 quovva EEumapkog Kot eToipalo TV TP@TI HOL TOTIK GLALOYN “Punta
Arenas”, éto1 v éleya. Exdotng tav o aAnopovntog gilog Kot cuy®plavog pov, Astiivig,
dnuocrypdagpog I'avvneg Kovvadng. [apdAinio e v dnuoctoypagio £re kol Tov EKO0TIKO 01K0o
O.A.E.B. (Opyavicud Aaddcemng Entavnoiokod Biiiov). H cuAloyn pov tumwvotay 6’ éva Pabid
vdyElo Tumoypapeio Ticw omd To FEN, oty [Mhateio KAavbumvog, kot myape pe tov Kovvadn va
oL(NTNCOVUE UE TOV TVTOYPAPO Y10 TO EEDPVALD. EapViKA, ekel Tov kovPevTialape katefaivel o Pitooc.
"EPyave k1 exeivog exel éva and ta Piia Tov. O Tumoypdpog (RTnoe cuyyvodun yio vo eEumnpetioet
exelvov Tpmta, oALG o Pitcog dev déytnke. Avtifeta, TOAD TPOGTVIAG KOl EVYEVIKOC, TTHPE UEPOG OTN
ocvlNnomn AEyovtag Tn YVOuUN Tov Kol 0Tav Epabe OTL To IO pHaTe TaY VOUTIKA, pog {ftnoe vo Tov
oteilovpe €va avtitumo dtov TuTEVOTOY T0 BiPAio yroti HTav avayvootg kat Bavuactng Tov Kafpadia,
nog gime. Avti NTov Kot 1 Lovadikn Qopd ov giyo TNV gVKAPio Vo WANGE UE TOV TOUTH TOV
“Emtdpion”, 1o Heog tov omoiov dlapépetl 10co omd ekeivo Tov KafPadia.

Avrtd detyver emiong 0Tt O KapPadiog dev nrav poévo o momtig Tov kOGHov g 0dhaccas Kot Tov
AOYOTEXVIKOD OVOYVAOGTIKOD KOVOU YEVIKA, NTAV KOl O OyOTNUEVOS TOMTNG TV TOMTAV TNG ETOYNS TOV.
AT Qaiveton Ko amo Ti¢ aplepmaoelc oto “Tlovel”: otov Bapvodn, otov Zeeépn, otov Kaicapa
Eppavounh, otov Kapaydton, KA.

Yfuepa, ekato ypdvia amd T YEVVNGT TOL Kot Tpldvta évte omd Odvato tov, o Kaffadiog
eEaxoAovBel va gival 0 TOMTNG TNG TPOTIUNONG TOV AVAYVOCTIKOD KOOy, OAAL KOl TV VEOTEP®V
TOMTAOV, OT®G OTAV TPOTOTOTMOGE T TOWUATE Tov T 1933, Avkel 6g 6TV TOAD TEPLOPIGUEV
LELOYT Q0 TOUTOV TOV TO, TOMHOTE TOVG TUTDOVOVTOL GE OMAVAOTEG EKOOCELS ONO, YMPIC TAPAANYELS,
KaTé OV cLUPOLVEL Pe TNV TAELOYNPIC OGOV £YPoyOV TTOAD, Kol AGPAA®S e To Pitco, Tov ntav
TOALYPAPATATOG KOl 1] TOINGT TOL UETPLETAL GE YIMAOEC GEAIDEC.

To mompota tov Kappadio tondvovral 6la oy yiati sivot mevivta 600 0Aa Kt OA, dALL Kot
yiotl yroti TéEpa 0 TNV EUTVEDCT), EIVOL STULOVPYALOTA DYNANG TONTIKNG diepyaciog Kot aisOnTikng
avtiinyne. Avtd ta otoryeio dev cuvadovv cuVHBMC pe o TANOPIKT TOWTIKY TAPOY®YT OTMG TOL
Pitoov kat, yio va avagépm axopa Eva mapddetypo, 6nmg tov [aumrio Nepovda. H momntikn Eviacm dev



umopet va dtatnpn et 610 1810 enminedo yio 1660 TOAD, PLGIKA YWPIC VTO Vo onuaivel 6TL dev a&ilovv.
Y7ropépouv, OUMG, GLVROWOS, 0o £V €100C ETOVAANYNG VOT|LATOG KO UNVOLOTOG, KOTL OV LOIPOio KAVEL
va unv €xovv 0Aa 1o 1910 evdtapépovy. Avth givor kot 1 Stapopd pe ta mompata tov KapBafio kot yv
avtd avTéyovv OAa 6To ¥povo: gival SoLAEUEVE GV TO TOAA Kapdfio pe Kapeid, Tov avieyoy KoADTEP
ot Bdhacoa and Ta “Aumeptu” TG GVYYPOVNS HOLIKNG TOpay®mYNS oV gival kKoAAnuéva pe o&uyovo.

Prjyag Kanméirog



Mnvuon kara rou Bperavikou pouaoegiou yia 1a yAurrrd rou lNapBsvwva

EFKAHZH - MHNYZH

Tng Mapiag Xar{nddkn BaBoupavdkn Tou Avdpéa, KaTtoikou AXapvwv
KATA

THE BRITISH MUSEUM OF LONDON ( Tou BpetavikoU Mouoeiou), dieuBuvon Great Russell
Street, 38, WC1B 3DG 1rou gkmrpoowTreiTal vopipa otnv EAAGda amé tnv Bpetavikn MNpeoBeia (
Tmou £dpeuel oTnv ABRjva)

Eiyal EAAnvida MoAITIG Kal KaToIKw OTIG AXOpVEG OTTOU Kl YEVVHONKA ETTI TNG WG VW AVAPEPOUEVNG
000U. ETi oeipdv eKaETILV TTAPAKOAOUBW WE TTOVO Kal 0dUvn TNV TTAPAKPATNON atrd 1o Bpetavikd
Mougeio Tou Aovdivou Twv KAATTEVTWY EAANVIKWY ApxaloAoyiKwy Onoaupwv atré Tov ApXaIoKATTNAO
N6pdo THOMAS BRUCE ?wg kaTtwB1 avagépw- Ta oTroia To Bpetavikd Mouaoeio @iAogevei kal apveital va
EMOTPEWEI OTNV TTATPIOA Pou TTaPd TO OTI ApIoTa YVwPEICel OTI gival TTPOIOVTA KAETTTATTOBO0XAG.

O Thomas Bruce, £Bdouog kéung Tou Elgin pe Tatreivé kivntpo tnv embupia Tou va yivel nAeutog atrd
Ta uTTGAOITTA PEAN TNG UWNARG BpeTavikng kovwviag To 1799, étav diopioTnke Tpéofng Tng BpeTaviag
oTtnv OBwpavikh autokpaTopia Kal JeTaTEONKE 0TV KwvoTavTivouttoAn 10 1801 AenAdTnoe 10O
MEYOAUTEPO TNG YNG apIioToUpyNUa, OTTAPAOCOVTAG, KOBOVTOG O€ KOUMATIA KAl HETAPEPOVTAG TEUAXIA TOU
MapBevwva oTnv TTaTpida Tou Kal GUYKEKPIPEVaA OTIG 26 AckepPpiou 1801 pe To Ao ?Mentor?, To oTToio
€ixe PEPEI yIa aUTO TO OKOTTO GTNV XWPA Jou. AUTOG 0 avekdInynTog Bpetavdg €kAefe

TNV KAnpovouid Tou "EBvoug pou diapkwg Kal guvéxeia péxpl 1o 1817 6tav dU0 akOpa TTOAEUIKA TTAOIQ, O



Tayog kai 0 Aopu@dpog opTWONKAV PE TAPOTTAGKES, XOAKWHATA Kal ekaTovTadeg Balwyv. MdaAioTa, edav
TEOOEPA XpOvia apydTepa, o0 EAANVIKOG aywvag yia Tnv avefaptnaia Oev £€01ve TEAOG aTn AenAagia Tou
Thomas Bruce ‘EAyiv o eykAnuartiag autdg Ba eixe pyetagépel atnv AyyAia oAdkAnpo Tov MNMapBevwva.

A6 10 1938 £wg 10 1939, £yIve 0 ATTIOTEUTOG «KABAPIOUOS» TwV Japudpwy Tou MNapBevwova oTav TO
EPYATIKO TTPOCWTTIKO TOU JOUCEioU Xwpig TTionun €€ouaioddTnon XpnaoidoTroinae XAaAKIva epyaAeia yia va
aTTOMaKPUVEl QUTO TTOU TTIOTEUE OTI ATAV BPWHIG, TTOU ATAV OPWG GTNV TTPAYUATIKOTNTA N HEASKXPWUN
TTaTiVa TNG I0TOPIKAG ETTIPAVEIOG TWV HAPHUAPWY.

H kivnon auth Tou Bpetavikou Mouace€iou atrodeikvUel TNV AVIKAVOTNTA TOU vVa €XElI GTNV KATOXI TOU KOl VO
ouvtnpei ApxaloAoyikoug ©Onoaupoug.

H 1pdagn Tou Koivou KAEQPTN ApxaioThiTwy Adpdou Thomas Bruce (EAyiv) TTOTE péxpl GApEPa BV EXEI
TIMWPENBEI Kal Kaveig dev €l ATTOKAAETEI ETTICHPMWG TOV AOpdo EAyIv ye Tnv TTpayuatiki Tou 1816TNTA: auTh
TOU KOIvoU KAEQTN ApxaloTATwy dnAadny ApxXalokAaTTnAou.

To Bpetaviké Mouoegio ouvéxioe Kal ETTIKUPWOE TTOPAVORWGS TNV KAOTTA Twv Apxaiwv EAANviKwv
Mappdpwyv apol atedéxdn Tnv TTpoc@opd Tou ApxaiokatrijAou Bpetavou TTAnpwvovTag éva eUTEAEG
TTOOOV Kal OAOKANPWOE TO £YKANUA TOU UE TTANUMEAN KAl eyKANUATIKA @UAaEN-SiatApnan Tng Apxaiag
KAnpovouidg tng ratpidag pou EAAGDOG Tnv oTToia eMITTPOCOETWGS aTTo TOTE, EKOETEI KAl EKUETOAAEUETAI
OIKOVOUIKWG BaTTiCovTdg Tn YaAioTa pe 1o dvopa Tou KAeTrTatmodoxou (EATINEIA) evw dpiota yvwpidel
oI gival TTPOIdV KAOTTAG.

OAa autd, xapaktnpifouv T0 Bpetavikd Mouaoeio wg KAeTTatmoddyo.

‘EKTOTE KOl TTapd TIG KaT? eTTavaAnyiv ekkAfoeig TG EAAGdog 1o Bpetavikd Mouaegio TTapakpatd Tov
TTapavouwg aTrokTNBEVTa Bnoaupd TnG TTaTPidAg JOU Kal apVEITal TRV ETTICTPOPN TOU.
AIA TAYTA

Mnviw 1o BPETANIKO MOYZEIO TOY AONAINOY kabwg kail KGBe appodio £1Ti Tou BEPATOG OTEAEXOS
TOU YIa KAETITATTOB0XH , TTAPAVOUN TTAPAKPATNON KAl OIKOVOUIKH EKUETAAAEUON TOU @noaupoUl TnG
Xwpag Jou, @PIKTE eykANuaTa yia Ta otroia {ntw TNV dikain Tijwpia Toug.

Airoupal Tnv duean emmoTpoPn KABe ApXaIOAOYIKOU KAQTTEVTOG AVTIKEIUEVOU TTOU UTTAPXEI KAl EKTIOETAI EKET
KaBwg kal 6aa eAANVIKA £pya Téxvng BpiokovTtal To Burlington House £wg oruepa.

AiroUpal Tnv €mMBOAN TTPOCTIUOU ATTOKATACTACONG METAPOPAS Kal TOTTOBETNONG TWV Mapudpwyv GTO PEPOG
otTou TrpéTTel va BpiokovTal, dnAadn oto véo Mouoegio AKpOTTOANG.

Airoupai Tnv KatafBoAr avaAdyou atrolnpiwong oto EAANvIKG KpdTog yia Tnv ¢nuia TTou TTPOKAAECE TO
Bpetaviké Mouaoegio ota Mdapuapa atmd TAnuueAn kai adidpopn petaxeipion utrofIBafovrag Tov eautd Tou
o€ 0iko QUAAENG apXaloTATWY aTrd adacic Kal AoXETOUG.

Airoupal Tnv d1a JECOU TTACWYV TWV ava TV UPAAI0 Pécwv padikAg evAUEPWONG AiTNONG CUYYVWUNG TNG
Bpetavikng KuBépvnong mmpog Tov EAANVIKG Aad , Tnv Apxaiohoyikh MNepiouaia Tou otroiou TTapavouwg
KaI TTPOKANTIKWG ETTi EKATOVTOETIEG VEPETAI KAI ETTITTPOCBETWG OIKOVOUIKWG EKPETAAAEUETAI
TTapayvwpifovTag Ot gival TTpoidvTa KAETTTaTTod0XNG, £YKANUa TTou TIdwpPEiTal okAnpoéTata atrd diebveig
Noépoug kai Kavoviopoug.

MapioTapal wg TTONTIKWG evayouoa yia Tnv nBIkH BAARN TTou £xel uttooTel oupTTav To EAANVIKG 'EBvVOC Kal
EYW WG TTOAITIG TOu, yIa TToo6v 100 eupwy CUPPBOAIKA, PE TNV ETTIGUAAEN va TTPOCPUYW GTA ACTIKA Kal
01eBvr) dIKaoTAPIa.

Abnva, 9 AskeuBpiou 2009

H MHNYQOYZA KAI TTONITIKQ2 ENATOYZA



Sailing Against Conventional Wisdom

Author Gavin Menzies Is Determined to Prove That Minoans Discovered the New World
4,000 Years Ago

By DALYA ALBERGE, Wall Street Journal

It takes a brave soul to rewrite history by sailing against current thought. More than 500 years
after Christopher Columbus "discovered™ America, another seaman is doing just that, entering
previously uncharted academic waters with claims that other "Europeans” -- the Minoans -- got
there first, thousands of years earlier.

Gavin Menzies, 72 years old, is drawing on his experience as a former British Royal Navy
submarine commander to prove in a book he is writing that the Minoans were such supreme
seafarers that they crossed an ocean and discovered the New World 4,000 years ago.

Gavin Menzies at home in London

Eight years after he made controversial headlines with his first American history book, "1421:
The Year China Discovered America," which sold more than a million copies in 130 countries,
he may spark debate anew by claiming that the Bronze Age civilization of Crete, which built
magnificent palaces, devised systems of writing and developed a trading empire, got rich on vast
quantities of copper mined in America.

Transworld Publishers undertook his first book, in which he claimed that a Chinese eunuch led a
fleet of junks to America 71 years before Columbus. The book led to invitations to lecture at
universities including Harvard, to an honorary professorship at Yunnan University in China, to
the sale of film rights to Sky Motion Pictures and to HarperCollins snapping up the sequel in
2008, "1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the Renaissance.”

"Revisionist history tends to sell exceptionally well,” says Luigi Bonomi, a leading literary agent
who represents Mr. Menzies. "There is a huge audience eager to read new things about history."

Criticism ensued, with several academics dismissing Mr. Menzies' earlier books as fiction
masquerading as history.


http://online.wsj.com/search/search_center.html?KEYWORDS=DALYA+ALBERGE&ARTICLESEARCHQUERY_PARSER=bylineAND

As he did back then, Mr. Menzies remains unwavering from his beliefs. He claims his latest
evidence for his book, which doesn't have a publishing date or a title yet, solves the mystery of
which ancient civilization mined thousands of copper mines around Lake Superior on the
Canadian-American border as early as 2,200 B.C., leaving behind thousands of knives, harpoons
and other objects.

View Full Image

A Bronze Age wall painting of Minoan ships at Akrotiri on Thera, an island off the coast of
Greece.
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Vessels depicted in Minoan frescoes and the remains of one of them -- the Uluburun wreck
found on the Mediterranean seabed in 1982 with a cargo of copper ingots and artifacts from



seven different civilizations -- have convinced him that their ships were advanced enough for
ocean travel. The frescoes and the wreck's surviving fragments, he claims, gave him enough
detail to work out the number of rowers, the type and efficiency of sails and the sailing capacity.

"We can make accurate estimates of the length, width and draught of the ships and hence their
seagoing capability,” he explains in a phone interview from his home in central London,
sounding resolute. "The ships could sail into the wind as well as before it, and lower sail very
quickly in the event of an unexpected squall.”

He also claims to have DNA proof that the Minoans carried a rare gene found today among
Native Americans around Lake Superior and scientific tests matching the region's “uniquely
pure™ copper to the Uluburun ingots. Pointing to evidence of indigenous American plants being
transported to other civilizations -- including nicotine traces found in ancient Egyptian mummies
and maize-cobs carved on their temples -- he says that the Egyptians with their flimsy vessels
weren't great seafarers and that only the Minoans, with whom they traded, could have undertaken
trans-Atlantic travel.

One would expect that if the Minoans carried tobacco from the Americas to Egypt, evidence of
American tobacco should exist around Crete. "There is such evidence in the form of a tobacco
beetle found buried beneath the 1450 B.C. volcanic ash of a merchant's house in Akrotiri, the
Minoan town...This tobacco beetle, Lasioderma Serricorne, was indigenous to the Americas. It
should be remembered tobacco didn't grow in Europe in 1450 B.C.," Mr. Menzies says.

Despite his confidence, Mr. Menzies is bracing himself for ill-winds and a storm over his new
theories. Although he has yet to finish his Minoan book, some academics are again skeptical
ahead of having a chance to read the evidence.

Although Professor Carl Johannessen, professor emeritus at the University of Oregon and co-
author of "World Trade and Biological Exchanges before 1492," is intrigued by Mr. Menzies's
latest research and applauds his previous efforts as "a powerful search for ancient knowledge,"
he says, "l am convinced that the Minoans were not the first or the only sailors crossing the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans."”

Meanwhile, Susan Martin, an associate professor of archaeology at Michigan State University
who specializes in Lake Superior's prehistoric archaeology, says, "There is no evidence of any
exploration or exploitation of the mineral resources by anyone other than Native American
users."

Professor John Bennet, a Minoan expert at the University of Sheffield, argues that, while it is
theoretically possible that Minoans reached America, their ships were too small to carry
sufficient supplies and cargo for regular long voyages. And Cemal Pulak, an associate professor
at Texas A&M University who led the Uluburun excavation, says that such ambitious seafaring
wouldn't have been feasible. Although the vessels were sturdy, they didn't have decks to endure
storms and rough seas, he explains, adding that the Uluburun copper came from Cyprus.



Undeterred, Mr. Menzies counters that the Minoan ships were three times the size of
Columbus's, that ancient artifacts found at Lake Superior match those from the Uluburun wreck,
and that indigenous Americans had no knowledge of mining or smelting copper artifacts.

Rewriting history is easier said than done. Only dictators and Hollywood films do it with ease.
Certainly, Mr. Menzies isn't the first person to challenge America’s earliest history. The
Mormons have claimed that the Jaredite people from the Middle East discovered America 4,000
years ago, and others have argued that Leif Eriksson, the Norse explorer, got there first, half a
millennium before Columbus.

Every year since 1934, America has set aside a public holiday to remember Columbus. The
Minoans are likely to have to wait a while for their own remembrance day.

—Dalya Alberge is a writer based in London.
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Eykawviaotnke 1o 16pupa « MixaAng Kakoyitavvng»

To Tdpopa Nrav «Eva 6velpd Loneg» ONAMCE ELPAVOS CLYKIVIILEVOS 0 OKIVOBETNC TOV TOVIDV
«ZOpUTAC» KO «ZTEALOY LETAPPUCTNG, NOOTO10C, TopayyOg Kot ot Tg Miydng
Kokoydvyng amoye oty ekdnAwon yia ta gykaivia Tov [dpdpatog «Miyding Kaxoyidvvneoy.
Exepdlovtag tnv aydmn Kot tnv ToTh ToL TPOog TN VEQ YEVIE KOAATEXVAOV Kol ONILIoVPYDV
tovice OTL 1 onpacio Tov [dpduatog £ykettatl 6to 0Tl «Ba propoHv ot véot va Bpickovy o
CLVEXEL TNG OIKNG LOL TPOGPOPUCH.

O Ipodedpog g EAAnvikng Anunokpatiog Kapoiog ITamoviog, o onoiog padi pe tov [pdedpo
¢ Kurprokng Anpokpatiog A. Xpiotogio eykatviace 1o TOpupa, TO YoUpaKTHPIOE MG L «VEN
gotio moMTicpov» Yo v EAAGda. Tovice 0Tt pe ) dnpovpyia tov [dpvpatog «yevviovvtot
VEEC TPOOOOKIEG KOl OVELPA, Y10 TNV KOAALTEYVIKT OMovpyion. ATevfuvOpevog mpog tov K.
Koaxoyidvvn e&€ppace v Befardtntd Tov 6TL «Ba cuveyicel va mpocpEpet e To 1010 TdOog Kot
He aKOpa o OMovpyiKn| d1abeon» Kat eEEQPAGE EVYVMOUOGLVT KoL VITEPNPAVELD EK LEPOVC
oAV Tov EAMvov.

O IIpodedpog g Kumprakng Anpokpatiog Anuntpng Xpiotogog apod eEEQPacE Kol 0TS
aoOnuata cuykivnong kot vepneavelag Tovice 0Tt To dvopo «Muyding Kaxoybdvvne» onuaivet
aydmn kot Tabog yro v EAAGda kot v Kompo. O k. Xpiotogrog e€Npe v TposomKOTNTO Kot
TO £PY0 TOV «KOPLPOIOV KOAAMTEYXVT KOl oKNVoOET TarykOo oG ERPELELOG» KOt TOV EvYaPIoTNOE
ek pépoug OAmv tv Kumpiov, yotl katdeepe vo ek@paoel 01e8vag Tov TOVOo Kol TV aymvia Tov
Kvunpiov péoa and torvieg 0nwg «Attidag 74». Emonpove 0TL To 0papo Tov «1010¢pum
dnpovpyov» yia 1o Topupa eivor va amoteAésel Eva ydPo EKPPUCNS Kol O1Lovpyiog Yo TOVG
VEOLC.

«Agv vmp&e moTé avayopnts. Oa tpoteivel, Ba divel Aoelg, Ba gumvéet. Avtd Exouvv ot véol
avayKn, TV EUmveLon» ToVIce 0 K. Xplotopiag. Kisivovtag tov yapetiopd Tov o K. Xpiotdolog
gvyapiotoe 610 TpOSOTO ToL K. [Tamoviia Tov EAANvViKS Lad yio T otpi&n Tov 6Tov aymdva
g Kompov.

Ex pépovg tov IpmbBumovpyov, yopetiopd expwvnoe n Yrovpyodg Iandeiog kot oo fiov
Md&Onong Avva Atapoavtorodiov 1 onoia Tovice 01t 0 M. Kakoyibvyvng «0,tt ékove vepéfatve
To EAMANVIKG GVUVOPO KOt TO £KOVE TAyKOGHOo». Me tauvieg Ommg n «XtéAhon ko «To kopitot pe
TO LOOPOY OTOTOTOCE TOV SVVAIGHO TNG YuVaiKaS OTIG EmoYES oL Ba épyovtav. H vrovpydg
EMGNLOVE OTL 0 YDPOG TOL [dpvaToC B TPoGPEPEL GTOVE VEOLG avOpdTOLS, 01 0TToiol Hat
LTTOPOLV VO O LLLOVPYNGOLV.

«O TOMTIGHOG €1val TO ATOUIKO OTAO» avEPEPE M K. ALOLOVTOTOVAOL EMtonaivovtag OTL 6TV
wpoomdfeio Tov KAVEL 1] KLPBEPVNON Tpokeévo va, avafaduioet tnv mondeia pe to «NEo
Yyoleion, Bactkn mpotepardtta ivorl 0 ToMTIoHOG Kot e&éppace v PePatdotnta 6TL T0 TopL UK
Ba etvar évag «ToADTILOG GLVEPYATNGY GE QVTH TNV TPOGTADELD.



O apytéktovag Tov [dpvparog k. B Xyovtoag evyapiotnoe 6lovg 6ot foridncav otn dnuovpyio
TOV £PYOL KoL TOVIGE OTL «Ba etvar avorytd o€ VEEG 10€€C Kal G VEOLG KOAMTEYVES Kot Oa
OTTOTEAEGEL TOMTIOTIKO TOAO e PPECKOVG TPOGUVOTOAGLOVG.

Kotd ™ dudpxeta g tedetg mpoPfAndnkav anocndopata and tig Tonvieg «lpryévela ev AvAidow,
«Tpwadegy ko «HAEkTpay. O K. Maprovddkng kat o B. Kvplaxiong eppunqvevcay arocndouato
a6 Tov «Apiet» Ko Tov «Koproddvoy, avtictorya oe petaepacn M. Kakoyidvvn. EEapetikn
NTav 1 epuUnVveia TG 6KNVNG 6To UITOAKOVL, ard 10 «Popaiog kot lovAétay og oxnvobesio tov
M. Kakoyiavvn, amd toug veapoHg nfomotodg @. Kapdin kot K. I'ipovikodro.

H exonlmon éxietoe pe peromomuévn moinon tov M. Kakoyidvvn epunveopévn amd m A.
Bioon. Tnv ekdiAwon mtapovoiace  ndomoidg Katia AavdovAdkn. Zta eykaivia mopappénke o
[Ipoedpoc g Boving tov Aviumrposonmv g Kompov Mdapiog Kapoyidv, o t. [Ipdedpog g
Boving tov EAMvov A. Zio0veag, n Tpony vrovpyog kot fovievtng g NA Nt. Mrakoyidvyn
KaOADG KoL LEAN 0 TOV EMYEPNUATIKO Kot KOAMTEXVIKO KOGO.

www.kathimerini.gr ue winpopopics and AIIE-MIIE



