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Prometheas Events
1 Friday, April23, 2 01 0, OralTradtion@ama:FolkiiSongs in Antiquity: New
perspectvesonHomé& Lyri c Poetryo by Dr. Andromache
Orthodox Church, Bethesda, MD (see brochure)

Past EventsDr. Michael A. Soupio® | ect G Thet Ma § e dmoangithe Arxignd s
Hellene® and delivered athe Celebration of the Greek Letters Days post ed i n t he
website.

Other Events

1 Thursday, April 8, 2010, 80 pm:ii T h e o08HI @réce Studies at the beginning of the
21Cent ur yo; fiN Hadjinikomoulfithe Briversity of Crete in the Music
Room of Dunbarton Oaks. Reservations requinegseum@oaks.omgy 2023396984

Announcements
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The Board of Directors of the Wd Council of Hellenes Abroad are addressing a call to all
Greeks worl dwide to support the campaign for
established for the repayment the nationds pu

Hellenes, in all four corners of the eartlways love and support their birthplace, Greece, in any
way they can, especially during difficult times. In this critical time for the finances of our
country, and thus we are calling Hellenes worldwide to take action.

We consider that it is our duty, thesich and every one of us and all together as one, support and
contribute actively to the Solidarity Fund Campaign, which is led by the President of the

Hellenic Republic, Mr. Karolos Papoulias, a widely accepted prominent figure, who accepted the
relevantinvitation by the Speaker of the Hellenic Parliament, Mr. Philipos Petsalnikos.

We are confident on the immediate and positive response of all, in this initiative, so that
Hel l eni sm world wide can stand oncdandaugitad, n by
we become stronger and more proud of our Greek roots.

Al NFORMAT | THE SOINDARITY ACCOUNT FOR THE REPAYMENT OF
PUBLICDEBT 0

T Under Bank of Greece Governorodés Act 271/ 4.3.20
interested partiegn a voluntary basis, which will be exclusively allocated for the repayment of
Greeceds public debt has been e &aCCODNTIFGRh e d, N.
THE REPAYMENTOFPUBLICDEBT 0 *

1 The account will be accepting deposits from the 5th of Mardi® 20wards, in the head office
and local branches at the counters and agencies of the Bank of Greece, as well as the entire
network of commercial banks.

1 For those who are interested, the details of the account are as félloms:? GR 04 010 002
0000000026132462ndSWIFT/BIC BNGRGRAA

f For further information you can contact the Department of Public Agencies by ph608®n
210 320 2716 & 0030 210 320 3376

News 04.03.2010 /Presidemtf t he Republic Leads Solidarity I
of Greeceeé

http://en.sae.gr/?id=19011


http://en.sae.gr/?id=18957
http://en.sae.gr/?id=18957

Language learning program

Due to expressed interest from a number of people in the Rosetta Stone online language learning
program, the program can be offered again this year, provided that we have enough subscriptions to
cover the expense of a community license. The price for the yearly subscription is $80 and can provide
access to the Rosetta Stone online language learning program, which includes Greek, Spanish, Italian,
French, German, Arabic and other languages. If we obtain commitments, over the next couple of weeks
from at least 50 subscribers to participate in the program, we will make arrangements to offer the
program, beginning at the end of March. To sign up, please contact llias Borsas at: iborsas@gmail.com
or (301) 592-7282

SUMMER WRITING WORKSHOP IN CRETE

June 1827, 2010
A collaboration between Boston University and the Panteion University of Atheese
Food, culture and the environment?and a summer writing workshop?

Would you like to study and write this summer in one of the world's most beautiful settihgs
Island of Crete? The Crete Writing Workshop is an affordable and stimulatiogtapipy to

learn about the food, culture and environment of the eastern Mediterranean in a relaxed and
creative setting. The 1@ay workshop includes trips to harbor villages, hikes into the mountains
and the traditional music and dance of the Greek nage?

For more information: ttp://creteww.net/
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Books

T ¢cAncient Greece: A History in Eleven Citie
T ¢The Greek Bodye by Il an Jenkins and Victor

T ¢The whi s per i nbyDv Niki Kagasasils PubliShimg CompaayRed
Lead PresdSBN: 9781434963819, www.redleadbooks.com

Websites of the month

T Achi |l | e a sww.achelleasgEEkmusic.com

1 Gabby Awards Diaspora Video with Glykertgtp://www.youtube.com/watch?vm-ovKkyBES

1 Got Greekhttp://gotgreek.hellend.org/

f New Museum of Pella (Reloaded)/ ?y8 J}cUsaga
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRRdWFJezDo

T "?) 3E3IssBUBE opt) pBEAQFE ¢B3 Kss¢g?tL¥TB3I UBstg
http://www.ngonausorg/
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Sailing Against Conventional Wisdom

Author Gavin Menzies Is Determined to Prove That Minoans Discovered the New World
4,000 Years Ago

By DALYA ALBERGE, Wall Street Journal

It takes a brave soul to rewrite history bylieg against current thought. More than 500 years
after Christopher Columbus "discovered” America, another seaman is doing just that, entering
previously uncharted academic waters with claims that other "Europedhs'Minoans- got

there first, thousnds of years earlier.

Gavin Menzies, 72 years old, is drawing on his experience as a former British Royal Navy
submarine commander to prove in a book he is writing that the Minoans were such supreme
seafarers that they crossed an ocean and discoveridéwhé/orld 4,000 years ago.

Gavin Menzies at home in London

Eight years after he made controversial headlines with his first American history book, "1421.:
The Year China Discovered America," which sold more than a million copies in 130 countries,

he may park debate anew by claiming that the Bronze Age civilization of Crete, which built
magnificent palaces, devised systems of writing and developed a trading empire, got rich on vast
guantities of copper mined in America.

Transworld Publishers undertook fitst book, in which he claimed that a Chinese eunuch led a
fleet of junks to America 71 years before Columbus. The book led to invitations to lecture at
universities including Harvard, to an honorary professorship at Yunnan University in China, to
the sa of film rights to Sky Motion Pictures and to HarperCollins snapping up the sequel in
2008, "1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the Renaissance."

"Revisionist history tends to sell exceptionally well," says Luigi Bon@nteading literary agent
who represents Mr. Menzies. "There is a huge audience eager to read new things about history."

Criticism ensued, with several academics dismissing Mr. Menzies' earlier books as fiction
masquerading as history.


http://online.wsj.com/search/search_center.html?KEYWORDS=DALYA+ALBERGE&ARTICLESEARCHQUERY_PARSER=bylineAND

As he did back therMr. Menzies remains unwavering from his beliefs. He claims his latest
evidence for his book, which doesn't have a publishing date or a title yet, solves the mystery of
which ancient civilization mined thousands of copper mines around Lake Superior on the
CanadiarAmerican border as early as 2,200 B.C., leaving behind thousands of knives, harpoons
and other objects.

View Full Image

A Bronze Age wall painting of Minoan ships at Akrotiri on Thera, an island off the coast of
Greece.
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Vessels depictkin Minoan frescoes and the remains of one of thehe Uluburun wreck
found on the Mediterranean seabed in 1982 with a cargo of copper ingots and artifacts from



seven different civilizations have convinced him that their ships were advanced enough f
ocean travel. The frescoes and the wreck's surviving fragments, he claims, gave him enough
detail to work out the number of rowers, the type and efficiency of sails and the sailing capacity.

"We can make accurate estimates of the length, width andrdraduhe ships and hence their
seagoing capability,” he explains in a phone interview from his home in central London,
sounding resolute. "The ships could sail into the wind as well as before it, and lower sail very
quickly in the event of an unexpecteguall.”

He also claims to have DNA proof that the Minoans carried a rare gene found today among
Native Americans around Lake Superior and scientific tests matching the region's "uniquely
pure" copper to the Uluburun ingots. Pointing to evidence of indigeAmerican plants being
transported to other civilizationsincluding nicotine traces found in ancient Egyptian mummies
and maizecobs carved on their templeshe says that the Egyptians with their flimsy vessels
weren't great seafarers and that dhky Minoans, with whom they traded, could have undertaken
transAtlantic travel.

One would expect that if the Minoans carried tobacco from the Americas to Egypt, evidence of
American tobacco should exist around Crete. "There is such evidence in the totabatco

beetle found buried beneath the 1450 B.C. volcanic ash of a merchant's house in Akrotiri, the
Minoan town...This tobacco beetlegsioderma Serricornevas indigenous to the Americas. It
should be remembered tobacco didn't grow in Europe in B450Q" Mr. Menzies says.

Despite his confidence, Mr. Menzies is bracing himself fawilids and a storm over his new
theories. Although he has yet to finish his Minoan book, some academics are again skeptical
ahead of having a chance to read the evigenc

Although Professor Carl Johannessen, professor emeritus at the University of Oregon and co
author of "World Trade and Biological Exchanges before 1492," is intrigued by Mr. Menzies's
latest research and applauds his previous efforts as "a powerful fmagacient knowledge,"

he says, "I am convinced that the Minoans were not the first or the only sailors crossing the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans."

Meanwhile, Susan Martin, an associate professor of archaeology at Michigan State University
who specialize in Lake Superior's prehistoric archaeology, says, "There is no evidence of any
exploration or exploitation of the mineral resources by anyone other than Native American
users."

Professor John Bennet, a Minoan expert at the University of Sheffield, dngtieshile it is
theoretically possible that Minoans reached America, their ships were too small to carry
sufficient supplies and cargo for regular long voyages. And Cemal Pulak, an associate professor
at Texas A&M University who led the Uluburun excawgat says that such ambitious seafaring
wouldn't have been feasible. Although the vessels were sturdy, they didn't have decks to endure
storms and rough seas, he explains, adding that the Uluburun copper came from Cyprus.



Undeterred, Mr. Menzies countelsat the Minoan ships were three times the size of
Columbus's, that ancient artifacts found at Lake Superior match those from the Uluburun wreck,
and that indigenous Americans had no knowledge of mining or smelting copper artifacts.

Rewriting history is easr said than done. Only dictators and Hollywood films do it with ease.
Certainly, Mr. Menzies isn't the first person to challenge America's earliest history. The
Mormons have claimed that the Jaredite people from the Middle East discovered America 4,000
years ago, and others have argued that Leif Eriksson, the Norse explorer, got there first, half a
millennium before Columbus.

Every year since 1934, America has set aside a public holiday to remember Columbus. The
Minoans are likely to have to wait a whiter their own remembrance day.

T Dalya Alberge is a writer based in London.
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