[image: image2.jpg]


The Hellenic Society Prometheas

Τη γλώσσα μου έδωσαν Ελληνική
Το σπίτι φτωχικό στις αμμουδιές του Ομήρου.

Μονάχη έγνοια η γλώσσα μου στις αμμουδιές του Ομήρου.

www.Prometheas.org






Οδυσσέας Ελύτης
Newsletter
April 2008
Past Prometheas Events
The Greek Independence Day was celebrated on Sunday, March 23, 2008, at the St. George Greek Orthodox Church, Bethesda, MD.  Students of the Greek Schools of St. George, St. Katherine and of the Hellenic School of Potomac marched with the Greek and American flags and the Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral Choir,  under the direction of Mr. Stelios Kontakiotis, sang the national anthems of both Greece and the United States. 

 The President of Prometheas Mr. Lefteris Karmiris briefly addressed the audience and Mr. Thanos Catsambas introduced the Keynote speaker, H.E.  Alexandros Mallias, Ambassador of Greece. The topic of Ambassador Mallias's lecture was “Modern Greece in Europe and the World”. 

 The Greek Minister of Development, Mr. Christos Folias and the Deputy Chief of Mission of the Embassy of Cyprus, Mr. Yiannis Michaelides addressed the audience, too. Members of the Greek Armed Forces and representatives of the cosponsoring Hellenic Organizations were among the 320 people who attended.

 Mrs. Despina Fourniades, Mr. Pericles Stabekis and Mrs. Polyvia Parara  recited poems related to the Greek struggle for independence and the Saint Sophia Choir sang patriotic songs.The celebration ended with traditional folk dances performed by the Return to Origins dance troupe, directed by Rena and Elena Papapostolou. Reception followed.

The event was organized by Prometheas and cosponsored by the majority of the Hellenic organizations of the Metropolitan Washington Area. Master of Ceremonies was Mrs. Polyvia Parara. 
Prometheas Upcoming Events

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 7:00p.m. at the Embassy of Greece, organized by the Greek Embassy and  cosponsored by The Hellenic Society Prometheas: The Minister of Education of Greece Mr. Evripidis Stylianidis will give a lecture on “Prospects of Greek Education for Young Greek-Americans” [for more info, see attached flyer]
Other Upcoming Events and Announcements
· Wednesday, April 9, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at The Embassy of Greece: The Embassy of Greece under the Auspices of the Prefecture of Chania, Crete and in cooperation with The Pancretan Association of America presents: IMAGES OF CRETE by Claire Vourou [rsvp: 202-939-1352; e-mail: Mourtoupala@greekembassy.org
· April 10, 2008, Washington, DC: Professor Anthony Snodgrass, Chair of the British Committee for the Restitution of the Parthenon Sculptures and a world authority in the international Parthenon reunification movement, has kindly agreed to address the members of the American Committee and guests on the subject of “The Parthenon Sculptures – A New Deal?”. Michael J. Reppas, president of the American Committee, will join him on the platform with a discussion of “Returning Cultural Artifacts Illicitly Removed from Their Country of Origin.” The event will take place at 8:00 pm, at the Harvard Center for Hellenic Studies, 3100 Whitehaven Street, NW, Washington, D.C.  [for more info, see attached flyer]
· Tuesday, April 22, 2008, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m./ Woodrow Wilson Center: Mr. Evangelos Venizelos, Member of the Greek Parliament will give a lecture on “Is the U.S. Already an EU Member?” [for more info, see attached flyer]
· The Press & Communication Office of the Greek Embassy would like to draw your attention to the following summer program: The 2008 Olympia Summer Seminars (OSS), July 4 - 13, 2008.  It is a great educational opportunity for Greeks and non-Greeks alike in the beautiful and historical place of Olympia, Greece.  It is co-organized by the University of Macedonia, the University of Patras, the Program on Order, Conflict and Violence at Yale University, and MICROCON, with support from the Municipality of Ancient Olympia, the Olympia Inter-Cultural Center and the EU 6th Framework Program.
All inquiries should be directed to olympia@uom.gr or Ms. Dimitriadou, tel.: +30 2310 891.474, fax: +30 2310 891.450. [for more info, see attached flyer]
Misc Articles
Δίπλα στη Μελίνα...
«Έφυγε» σε ηλικία 97 ετών ο Ζυλ Ντασέν
31/03/08 21:50
	

	Η Ελλάδα πενθεί για την απώλειά του...




ΑθήναΤην τελευταία του πνοή άφησε σε ηλικία 97 ετών, στο σπίτι του στην Αθήνα, ο σκηνοθέτης, διανοούμενος και σύντροφος της Μελίνας Μερκούρη, Ζυλ Ντασέν. 

Η εξόδιος ακολουθία θα πραγματοποιηθεί δημοσία δαπάνη το μεσημέρι της Τετάρτης στον ισραηλιτικό τομέα του Γ' Νεκροταφείου Αθηνών, ενώ η ταφή του θα γίνει στο Α' Νεκροταφείο, δίπλα στη σύντροφο της ζωής του, Μελίνα.

Αυτό το κείμενο εκτυπώθηκε από το in.gr,
στη διεύθυνση http://www.in.gr/news/article.asp?lngEntityID=886923&lngDtrID=253 

 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Article published Mar 30, 2008
The Macedonian name dispute

By Aristotle Tziampiris - Athens has vowed to veto NATO's enlargement, not allowing the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM — the country's official United Nations name) to enter the Alliance at the April Bucharest Summit, unless there is a prior satisfactory resolution of the bilateral name dispute (what FYROM's final name should be). In Greece, this threat enjoys wide popular support as well as blanket partisan approval. However, it is not well-understood by many international actors, think tanks and newspapers, often deemed unacceptable or simply "absurd." 


To imply that a nation and its politicians have been essentially behaving irrationally for more than 15 years does not really explain this issue, but rather explains it away. True, Greek diplomacy has committed mistakes and the Greek army is so much stronger than that of the neighboring republic's that no serious military threat has to be feared or contemplated for the foreseeable future. However, it is worth keeping in mind that it is also laughable to consider the United States threatened by Cuba, and yet economic and political policies are maintained against the island for perfectly legitimate (if debatable) reasons.)



The Macedonian name dispute has to be understood within a framework that involves a different set of nonmilitary criteria. For example, symbols have played a tremendous role. In the past, Athens insisted successfully that FYROM change its flag that depicted the ancient Macedonian star of Vergina. Flags are not mere pieces of cloth but the most potent of symbols. Consider the emotional and political ramifications that flying the Confederate flag elicits in America even today. 


Perhaps even more significantly, when discussing the name issue, matters of identity come to the forefront. Can there be any more visceral or important subject for an individual than that of his or her identity that inevitably includes considerations of history, culture and symbols? 


The name dispute directly addresses such concerns. Greece contains the region of Greek Macedonia and makes a direct claim to the ancient Macedonian heritage. By aiming for U.N. recognition with the name "Republic of Macedonia," Greece's neighbor can make (and has been making) claims to the entire cultural, historical and geographic legacy of Macedonia (even though Slavs only came to the region in the sixth century A.D.). This can create problems and confusion as to the identity of Greek Macedonians. 

The Athens government's current position is that a single name should be found that includes the term Macedonia but also a fair geographic (and not ethnic) connotation, thus preventing monopolization of all things Macedonian by FYROM.

 
Contrary to much discussion and argument, the Macedonian name dispute is not simply about antiquity but also about modern developments and history. Greeks fought over Macedonia during the "Macedonian Struggle" (1904-08 guerrilla warfare during Ottoman times), as well as during two Balkan Wars and two World Wars. Crucially, Greek Macedonia was contested during the Greek Civil War.

 
In other words, there has been a dramatic and traumatic historical record relating to Macedonian issues. The American Civil War was concluded in April 1865, but political, cultural and economic consequences continued for more than a century — some might say they are in many ways still around. The Greek Civil War ended only in 1949. Greek sensitivities hence should be both respected and better understood. 


The name issue also has an economic dimension involving the trademark of many Greek products that include the term Macedonian (such as Macedonian wine or halva). The resolution will have to address these commercial concerns as well. 


During the last few months the young political leadership in Skopje has made a point of provoking Greece. Gratuitously provocative statements, the renaming of the Skopje and Ochrid airports as "Alexander the Great" and "St. Paul the Apostle" respectively (to find out why the latter is an affront to Greece, see the Acts of the Apostles) and an unwillingness to negotiate in a meaningful way, have worsened matters and ensured that the veto threat remains credible and popular. The arrogance and counterproductive nature of these provocations should be taken into account before Greek positions are routinely and all too easily condemned. 


The Macedonian name dispute relates to matters of identity, symbols, history, products and provocations. This is a potent combination that deserves deeper scrutiny and understanding. Nevertheless, it is possible to finally resolve this most intractable of issues. Both Athens and Skopje ultimately have a common interest in the region's stability and eventual inclusion in Euro-Atlantic institutions. There is still time for an agreement.



Aristotle Tziampiris is assistant professor of international relations at the University of Piraeus and research associate at the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP). The views expressed are his own.

Note: another article on Macedonia by G. Rapti is also attached
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The Ancient Mechanics and How They Thought 
By GUY GUGLIOTTA

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Consider the galley slave, clad in rags, chained to a hardwood bench and clinging to an oar as long as a three-story flagpole. A burly man with a whip walks back and forth shouting encouragement. You’ve seen the movie.

That galley slave would have known that the rowing stations in the middle of the ship were best, although he might not have known why. That took scholars to figure out. “Think of the oar as a lever,” Prof. Mark Schiefsky of the Harvard classics department said. “Think of the oarlock as a fulcrum, and think of the sea as the weight.” 

The longer the lever arm on the rower’s side of the fulcrum, the easier to move the weight. In the middle of the ship, as the rowers knew, the distance from hands to oarlock was longest. 

This explanation is given in Problem 4 of the classical Greek treatise “Mechanical Problems,” from the third century B.C., the first known text on the science of mechanics and the first to explain how a lever works. It preceded, by at least a generation, Archimedes’ “On the Equilibrium of Plane Figures,” which presented the first formal proof of the law of the lever.

Dr. Schiefsky teaches Greek and Latin as his day job and reads Thucydides and Sophocles in ancient Greek for fun. He also majored in astronomy as an undergraduate, and about nine years ago, feeling science-deprived, he joined a multinational research endeavor called the Archimedes Project, based at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in Berlin.

The Archimedes team studies the history of mechanics, how people thought about simple machines like the lever, the wheel and axle, the balance, the pulley, the wedge and the screw and how they turned their thoughts into theories and principles. 

The textual record begins with “Mechanical Problems,” moves to Rome and then through the medieval Islamic world to the Renaissance. It ends, finally, with Newton, who described many of the basic laws of mechanics in the 18th century.

There are a surprising number of old, and extremely old, scientific texts that have survived the ravages of time in one form or another. The Archimedes Web site lists far more than 100, including Euclid’s geometry, Hero of Alexandria’s Roman-era technical manual on crossbows and catapults, medieval treatises on algebra and mechanics by Jordanus de Nemore and Galileo’s 17th-century defense of a heliocentric solar system.

The nice thing for Dr. Schiefsky is that hardly anyone reads the stuff. Scientists generally are not into ancient Greek or Latin, let alone Arabic, and most of Dr. Schiefsky’s colleagues work on literature, philosophy, philology or archaeology. In fact, Dr. Schiefsky suggests “about 100 people” worldwide work on both science and the classics. 

By following the historical record, the Archimedes researchers have discovered that the evolution of physics — or, at least, mechanics — is based on an interplay between practice and theory. The practical use comes first, theory second. Artisans build machines and use them but do not think about why they work. Theorists explain the machines and then derive principles that can be used to construct more complex machines. 

The Archimedes researchers say that by studying this dialectic they can better understand what people knew about the natural world at a given time and how that knowledge may have affected their lives.

“What do you do when you want to weigh a 100-pound piece of meat and you don’t have a 100-pound counterweight?” Dr. Schiefsky asked. “You use an unequal-armed balance, with a small weight on the long arm and the meat on the short arm.” 

The uneven balance, known as a steelyard, is a kind of lever, and Dr. Schiefsky notes that it has a cameo in Aristophanes’ “Peace,” a comic fantasy about ending the Peloponnesian War. When a furious arms dealer cannot figure out what to do with a surplus war trumpet, Trygaeus, the central character, suggests pouring lead in the bell to make a steelyard. 

Referring to the mouthpiece, Trygaeus says, “Attach at this end a scale-pan hung on cords, and you’ll have the very thing to weigh out figs to your servants out in the country.” 

One reason why Archimedes scholars find mechanics so attractive is that devices like the steelyard and lever have such long histories. “Practitioners knew about the lever long before the development of scientific theory, pretty much since the origin of civilization,” Dr. Schiefsky said. At some point, theorists decided that the phenomena had to be explained. “It was an accident,” Jurgen Renn, a lead investigator for the Archimedes Project, said in a telephone interview from Berlin. “In China and Greece, you get many urban centers with vigorous debate. In China, the tradition dies out with Confucianism and the formation of empires. It is legitimized in the West by Aristotle.”

“Mechanical Problems” arrived in the modern world along with Aristotle’s works. In fact, it was thought for centuries that Aristotle wrote it. “Most scholars discount that now,” Dr. Schiefsky said. Aristotle cast wide theoretical nets, he added, while “Mechanical Problems” “is much more focused.” 

The author of “Mechanical Problems,” Dr. Schiefsky said, clearly knew about Aristotle and adopted his matter-of-factness to describe a seemingly intractable dilemma in neat, practical terms. Problem 3 describes the lever’s property.

“For it seems strange that a great weight is moved by a small force,” the author wrote. “For the very same weight, which a man cannot move without a lever, he quickly moves by taking in addition the weight of the lever.”

Problem 4 is the oarsmen, demonstrating the principle in a different context. The oarsmen sit in a row from stern to bow. The oars are the same length, but the distance between hands and oarlock, the lever arm, is longer amidships, because the ship is wider there. The midships oarsmen exert less force than their bow or stern co-rowers to move the same weight of water. Conversely, if the midships oarsmen row as hard as the others, they will move a greater weight of water and contribute more to the ship’s movement. 

Although the author of “Mechanical Problems” certainly understood how a lever worked, it was Archimedes who described the precise relationship between the weights and their distances from the fulcrum.

“He made this into a fundamental principle of theoretical mechanical knowledge that could be used by practitioners,” Dr. Schiefsky said. Classical tradition credits Archimedes as having said, “Give me a place to stand, and I will move the Earth.”

“And the principle,” Dr. Schiefsky added, “is that there is a proportionality between the force and the load, no matter how big the load. This is an intellectual transformation.”

In the Middle Ages, the Arab world was a source for new scientific knowledge, as well as the custodian for much classical tradition, translated from Greek into Arabic beginning in the ninth century. By the 13th century, Western scholastics translated Aristotle from Arabic into Latin.

“Mechanical Problems” arrived later in the Renaissance, along with Greek copies of Aristotle’s works, rediscovered in libraries, monasteries and other Middle East repositories. It inspired many commentaries by Renaissance scholars and was read by Galileo and other theorists. Indeed, “Mechanical Problems” is in many respects as useful today as it was 2,500 years ago, as anyone who has twiddled the weights on a health club scale can attest.

Or consider the New York Athletic Club rowing coach, Vincent Ventura, a close student of Problem 4, even though he has never read it: “It’s different for our people, because the length of the oar to the oarlock is the same no matter where you sit in the boat. Everybody pulls the same weight,” he said in a telephone interview. Still, “once in a while we might shorten oar for a guy who’s not as big as the others.”
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Concern for the Global Environment

In Bulletin #62 (November 2007), we focused attention to the burning question of our times, the climate change and its dire consequences for life and all humanity. We were pleased to receive favorable comments

on the subject, documentation and justified warnings highlighted in our publication. As promised, our interest in the environmental problems would not be exhausted in a single issue of our monthly informational Bulletin, and we indicated that environmental themes would continue to be aired and discussed frequently in our writings and activities. Specifically, we stated that there would be a series of relevant lectures organized by the Hellenic Link for the enlightenment of our members. 

We are in the pleasant position now to announce the first such lecture for 2008. Details of the lecture are given below. We note that this event will be presented on the occasion of the Annual Demetrios Flessas, M.D. Memorial Lecture, jointly organized with the Hellenic Medical Society of New York. The Commemorative Lecture is given for the eighth consecutive year; this time, the topic will be:         “Energy, Air Pollution and Health.” Speaker will be the outstanding scientist and engineer Dr. Achilles Adamantiades, a distinguished member and co-worker of our Hellenic Link, who was born in Volos, Greece. He attended elementary and high school there and went to Athens for college education. He holds a degree in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering from the Ethnikon Metsovion Polytechnion of Athens, and a Ph. D. in Nuclear Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He has had a long professional career in academia, research and development, industry, and world economic development.  He has taught at Iowa State University, the University of Patras, and George Washington University. From 1974 to 1984 he worked with the Electric Power Research Institute in Washington, DC and at Palo Alto, California where he managed several research and development projects in nuclear safety and held the position of Consulting Associate Professor at Stanford University.  Starting in 1986, Dr. Adamantiades worked for the World Bank in preparing, appraising, and supervising power and energy projects in several countries.  He has authored and co-authored three major technical books and over fifty technical papers and is fluent in several foreign languages. He is married with two children. He is exceptionally well read in cultural areas including history, philosophy, art, Greek, world literature, religion, and orthodox theology.

Dr. Adamantiades is currently Executive Secretary of the Archdiocesan Advisory Committee on Science and Technology of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and an Archon Prostatis ton Grammaton of the Patriarchate of Constantinople.

We are planning to offer a second lecture on an environmental theme (“Energy in  Southeast Europe”)

on May 18, 2008. Dr. Adamantiades will be again the Speaker. Details of this lecture will be forthcoming

soon. A third lecture is tentatively set for the Fall. It will be given by Dr. Nicholas Makris, Professor at MIT. He will speak on his field of Oceanic Science and Engineering. We trust that our members and the NYC community will find these opportunities enlightening and useful. We urge every one to attend.
                                                      Invitation to Our Lecture:

Hellenic Medical Society of New York

and

The Hellenic Link, Inc.

Cordially invite you to attend the:

Dr. Demetrios Flessas Eighth Annual Memorial Lecture 

His professional life was a paradigm of honoring the Hippocratic Ideals, exemplifying a compassionate and humanitarian medical practice among Hellenes and Americans.
Guest Speaker:

Achilleas Adamantiades, Ph.D.

Senior Power Engineer 

The World Bank – DC

                                       Energy and Environmental Impacts Expert

Lecture on:

Energy, Air Pollution and Human Health

Saturday, April 5, 2008 at 5:30 pm

Location:

Archdiocesan Cathedral Center

337 East 74th Street

New York, NY 10021

Reception will follow*
R.S.V.P. by April 1, 2008 at: (212) 683-4447

Hellenic Medical Society of New York, 401 East 34th Street
New York, NY 10016
      *Kindly Sponsored by Kanes Diner (44-15 College Point Blvd., Flushing NY) 
.
Advancement of Cooperation Between Hellenic Cultural-Professional Organizations

We wish to inform our members and readers that the President of the Hellenic Link, Inc. attended a series of meetings with the President and Board members of the Cultural-Professional Association “Prometheas”   

in Washington, DC and at Bethesda, MD during the March 14-16, 2008 weekend. The purpose of the meetings, held in a congenial atmosphere, was to mutually apprise the attendees of the goals and activities

of the two organizations, respectively, and to jointly seek ways to promote cooperation on projects of common interest. There was especially strong interest expressed to develop cooperation for the enhancement of Hellenic Education, and for the concerted implementation of proposals framed in the HL “Plan of Hellenic Education for America.” We are pleased to announce that a decision was made to continue contacts, maintain regular communication and exchange of ideas, as well as to institute a functional coordination and support of planned cultural and educational activities. We are particularly

pleased because with this development the Hellenic Link expands its circle of co-operations with  Hellenic organizations having similar aims, for the benefit of all concerned and especially of the Greek American community at large.

The “Hellenic Language and Culture” Curriculum at Concordia U. Expanded

The Hellenic Studies Unit of Concordia University in Montreal announced that under the auspices of the Faculty of Fine Arts and Sciences, a “Minor in Hellenic Studies” program has been established. It will be inaugurated in the next academic year, 2008-9. Five academic areas (Classics, Philosophy, Languages, Political Science and Religion) will be involved in the interdisciplinary program by offering the following courses: Greek Literature, Greek History from the Bronze Age to Alexander, Greek Mythology, Introductory Ancient Greek, The Heroic Epics of Greece and Rome, Greek Drama, Greek History from Alexander to the Roman Conquest, Representations of Women in Ancient Greece and Rome, Classical Greek Art and Archaeology, Art and Archaeology of the Hellenistic Age, Pre-Socratics and Plato, Aristotle and Hellenistic Philosophy, Introduction to Western Political Theory, Modern Greek, Honoring the Gods and Feasting with Friends: The Ancient Mediterranean.

We rejoice at this remarkable achievement, and wish to congratulate its pioneers as well as the Hellenic-Canadian Community which stands to benefit educationally. The success of the program depends, of course, on the number of students enrolling in the courses. We hope that a good number of Concordia U. students will avail themselves of this program or, at least, of some of the courses offered. We hope also that the program will provide a strong reason for prospective students to apply for admission to Concordia and make the Hellenic Studies a substantive part of their education. At this felicitous juncture, we wish indeed

great success to the new program and solid progress towards its next academic goal, which in our judgment

should be a “Major in Hellenic Studies.” We express this wish fully cognizant of the prerequisites and difficulties to be encountered in its realization. Therefore, we appeal to our compatriots in Montreal and in the area of Quebec to wholeheartedly embrace the new program for the sake of their children and grandchildren, and to work indefatigably in unison and with generosity to make its full fruition an actuality.     

Coordinator of the program is Prof. Nikos Metallinos, who may be contacted for information and guidance at: tel. 514-8482424, ext. 2536, fax 514-8484257, E-mail nikos.metallinos@concordia.ca 

The institutional address is: Department of Communication Studies, 7141 Sherbrooke St. West, Montreal, QC, H4B 1R6, Canada. 

Hellenic Book Club Selection of the Month
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B 1M280* “Lacryma Christi” – Christ’s tear

Filomila Lapata

“Kastanioti” Publications

Existential, social novel – p. 385 – 14X21 - (18,70


“I am Capo Spartivento’s Lacryma Christi, Sardinian by birth, of Greek ancestry, Kalaritana by abode, where I survived with unimaginable efforts, lived almost 50 years, a shipwreck, and realized that the only thing I need is love, because, whoever doesn’t love,  won’t ever be loved and that only love is the treasure of the earth!”


A book where the heroine describes unbelievable personal stories from her childhood years up until her 50 years.  A travelogue of soul that strives to get to know herself, and those around her, to live and to forgive.


We keep pace with her, watching the agonizing effort she makes to get rid of the pieces of herself which she kept throwing inside “the invisible bag on her back” – anger, feeling of revenge, hatred -, to free herself from all these, to forgive herself and to be reconciled with God.


“To forgive” is a word composed of “for” and “give”, in other words, to live with the others, which is something unique. It is a way to see things. It is a decision of life that I have to take in order to see beyond the mistakes of those that have hurt me.  Forgiveness means to let go. It means I free myself from the feeling that I am always the victim of circumstances…  I forgive because I want to discharge myself from the horrific and poisonous consequences of my anger and hatred.  Forgiveness is an attitude of life. Forgiveness is a need for peace.                                             p. 365





                             Filomila Lapata * Lacryma Christi 


“The beauty of beauty is forgiveness”.



  p. 155






    Alexandos Tsirintanis – Faith as a living D’
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B 1M869 "The whitest flower"

Brendan Graham

Ed. "Oceanida"

Social novel, 640 pages, 14x19, €18.00

The Great Powers can do anything in order to dominate nationally and shrink refugee populations, for fear that the latter ones, should they maintain their identity, will grow to be a threat to them.

The years of Famine (1845-1852) are fatal for Ireland. The old Irish world with age-old morals and customs, ceased to exist when the British State expanded by shrinking it. Hunger and insecurity gave rise to a stream of thousands of immigrants, who found refuge wherever they could. Most of them were forced to culturally integrate in the model of the host country, thus losing everything, even their language.

Very few were able to survive and make their Irish presence felt.
Greek readers will be very touched by the drama of the Irish people who lost their home country but managed to survive and maintain a long-standing continuity in their traditions while living in foreign land. The British purges tended to oblige the Irish to be assimilated by Great Britain and constitute a national minority, losing little by little their religion, as well as their language. They did not succeed, however. 

The book is a contribution to this Irish cause.
"Michael could have sold his violin. But Ellen would miss it very much. His music took her to heaven, mellowed her soul and drove away her worries. Even more so, music was the freedom of the people. By selling it, it would be like selling the patrimonial heritage. It would be more than just a simple act. It would be an admission of defeat".

                                                                                p.136


"She was saddened by the thought that their fire would burn out forever in the valley. She knew that, once they left, they would burn out from the face of the earth. Not only them, but also the fathers of their fathers – and more people way back.


Immigration was death. A double death: for those who left and for those who stayed behind. It is no wonder that people held wakes for those who left, to weep for the loved ones who emigrated, to mourn their uprooting from life, since they knew that their return was highly unlikely.”




         p.137








Mary Rozaki, Professor
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A most remarkable exhibition of Ancient Art was inaugurated in New York City on March 12, 2008.

The exhibition under the title “From the Land of the Labyrinth: Minoan Crete, 3000 – 1100 B.C.,” is hosted by the Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit Foundation, at its Cultural Center (Olympic Tower, 645 Fifth Avenue- Entrances on 51st and 52nd Streets, New York, NY 10022). This exhibition is presented to the NYC public in collaboration with the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and the Archaeological Museums of Crete.
We bring to the attention of our members, that in addition to their private visit of the exhibition or in lieu
of it, we can make arrangements for a guided tour, which would be most informative. To ascertain if there is sufficient interest for such organized guided tour, we recommend that on receipt of this Bulletin, the HL

members who live in the Greater New York area inform us by e.mail or telephone whether they would like

to visit the exhibition as a group. Depending on sufficient membership interest, we would be delighted to request a special tour for the Hellenic Link. Please let us know of your interest as soon as possible, so that we can act and all enjoy this prime cultural opportunity offered to us for the first time.  
                                                            THE HELLENIC LINK, Inc.                  

                            A NON PROFIT CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION 

                                                OF HELLENES AND PHILHELLENES
                                                    INCORPORATED IN DELAWARE

                                Suite No. 278, 38-11 Ditmars Blvd, Astoria, New York 11105  

                       Web Site: http://www.helleniclink.org             Email: info@helleniclink.org 
                                                         Contact Telephone : (718) 217- 4285     






